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W 13:20-14:15 “The New Data Sciences of Education” (Invited Talk)
Mitchell STEVENS (Associate Professor of Education and (by courtesy) Organizational Behavior

and Sociology, Director of Digital Research and Planning for the Vice Provost of Online Learning,
Stanford University)



[Abstract] Data produced from digitally mediated instruction are creating conditions for a revolution in
how education is conceived, delivered, and measured. This revolution will fundamentally reorganize the
science and governance of educational practice worldwide. Change is occurring most rapidly in
postsecondary education, where learners are legal adults; and in nations with chronic academic cost crises,
specifically the United States. But a global reorganization of research in this domain is now inevitable.

I provide a broad overview of the scientific and humanitarian possibilities as well as the ethical and
political risks accompanying this phenomenon.
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