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Burial Features in West Midiand Charters
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Evidence of archaesclogical
be found in early documentary sources. Among the latter,
pre-Conquest charters and their asscciated boundary
clavses must be considered especially valuable since they
contain details of landscape features which can be
located on the ground and therefore studied in conjunc—
tion with place-names, archaeological data and surviving
surface evidence. Aithough many of These fealtures are
of Anglo-Saxon origin, ofthers represent relict landscape
features from earlier periods. However, a careful in-
vestigation of the linguistic terms Is necessary before
it can be accepted that these convey any information
about the specific date of origin of any feature.

Among those terms of particular interest to archae-
ologists are ones referring to fortifications, route-
ways and burial features, and i+ Is this Third group
which forms the subject of The present discussion,
which describes the evidence available in the former
West Midiand counties of Worcestershire, Warwickshire

and Gloucestershire,

Terms used to describe.burial features include the
Old English beorg and hlaw or hlaw, and Primitive
Welsh erflig, all of which may have indicated tumuli but
also appear To have been used to describe natural
hiills, No such ambiguity surrcunds The OFE terms

byrgels and byrgen, both meaning ‘burial?, although



the nature of tThe latter is by no means fully under-

stood, The word otst 'a chest, a cotfin', may also
have referred to the remains of a burial feature.
Soma ;

s

of these features may aiready have bscome known as
ne clauses were drawn up. The

locat jandmarks before t
absence of The definite articie is perhans suggestive of
such a usage, implying that the features described by
name were already known in The locality, rather Than

merely described in passing.

Literary svidence

Literary evidence confirms That the fterm beorg could
be used to describe a natural pill or mountain, for the
Alps, Mount Sicon and Mount Atlas figure amongst moun-
tains To which This term app§36d,2 YeT the more

specialized meaning of barrow, indicating a natural

i
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urial mound, is alsce apparent, as in references to the
Tumulus of Beowulf erected upon the headland of Hrones-
ness, which was o be known by passing seamen as Hio—
wulfes biovh, 'Beowulf's barr@w?is The term beorg is
also used on numerous occaslions In The same poem to de-
scribe the fTumulus in which the dragon guards his ags-
old treasure. The term hlaw is grouped with both

natural and man-made features in The Codex Exoniensis:
beovges par ne muntus. steape ne stondad. ne stanclifu.
heah hlifias. swa her mid us . ne dene ne dalu. ne dun-
serafu. hlswas ne hlincas: 'nor hills nor mountains
there stand deep, nor stony c¢liffs tower high, as here
wWwith us; nor dells nor dales, nor mountain—-caves,

rising nor hilly chains’, as a rendering from the Latin
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nec tummilus creselt, ne
been noted by the present writer To be used much more
requently to describe a burial feature. Usually the
reference is to the barrow mound and Beowulif's barrow
was to tower, as a heado-mare hlaw 'a rencwned
tumulus?t, over Hrones-nas but There are also assccia-
Tions with the burial chamber itself and the Treasure
of +he dragon lay inside a eord-sele hilmw under hrusan
a 'burial chamber below the gr@umd?,g There is an

obvious and freguent association between the term

A
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ilew and burial and, again, in The Anglo-Saxon version
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of the Life of St. Guthlac, Hermit of Crowland, hlaw
describes a mound broken open for treasure, the latter
presumabliy the grave-goods of a pagan burial.” To
return fo The poem of Beowulf, There are few such
explicit descriptions in literature of such a burial,
for after the funeral fire Tthe body of The dead hero
is carried into the tumuius and, with tThe Treasure,
left 'to the keeping of the earth'.’ Thus the Almw
mounds become entangled in pagan folk lore, to be
associated with the spirits in an Anglo-Saxon charm:
hilude waran Wy la hlude da hy ofer pone hilzw riden®
"toud they were, lo loud, when they rode cver the

mound?,

Place-nane and charter evidence

FPlace-name scholars have been careful fo avoid
too rigid an interpretation of the terms beorg,
hlzw and crilg, regarding 'natural hill' as the most

likely meaning unless there Is direct archaeolcgical
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evidence of @ funerary connesction.

ez have shown that The sccond nossibie

H

number of stud
meaning should always be borne in mind when examini
such a feature. As prominent featurss visible inm t
tandscape both natural and man-made mounds would be
Fikely to attract attention as local iandmarks and,
as small but cobvious features, barrows would have
been particulariy useful to boundary surveyors
attempting to describe a boundary line with as much
precision as possible. These Terms occur with con-
siderable frequency in the boundary clauses, with
beorg usually more common than hlmw., (ruc, as a
British word, usually only occurs when [t has become
incorporated info a place-name. in The Three West
Midiand counties becrg has been noted In charters on
73 occasions, apparently referring o &4 separate
features or groups of features and hlaw on 33
occasions, referring to 27 separate features or groups

of features, while ceriig probably occurs only 3 Times,

A number of writers have investigated the meaning
of tThe terms with speciz! reference to The charters
and tend to find the connection with burial more
prominent Than in place-name evidence. Kemb!e§ﬁ,
writing in the mid-nineteenth century concludes:
'nothing was more common than solitary burial under a
mound or tumulus upon The uncultivated ground which
separated the posessions of different communities or
even individual settlers, and consequentiy nothing is

more common than to find such funeral tumull referred



to as memorable marks in The boundaries of Anglo-Saxon
ectates . He recoanisad That both The terms beorg and

Al@zw might also be applied to natural hill

i

ral purpose,
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specially
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stressed a more usual sepuich pe
or the term hlzw: ‘falthough the word hlaw {m), stili
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called low in some parts of England, may have a more
aeneral sense of AZLll, or & slight rise in the surface
of the soil, yet iTs usual and proper meaning is alsoc
that of & barrow for sepuichral purposes'. Gr‘undyiz
was less hesitant, and while agreeing that beorg might
have sevaral meanings In other documents, found That in
the charters of Hampshire 'in no single case is There
any real reason to suppose That it means anything but s
barrow. The evidence of the Berkshire and Wiltshire
charters tends more definitely to the same conclusion.’
Similarly with the Term hlzw 'in the charters it is,

as far as | have been able to trace its denctation,

always used of a tumulus'.

Beorg: Archazological and field evidence

in view of tThese comments it is obviousiy necessary
to subject the meaning of These terms to careful
analysis, especially as fthe views of Kemble and Grundy
were presented at a time when archaeoclogical data was
still somewhat sparse. Although both writers were
actively concerned with field work in examining
boundaries they do not appear to have located any
actual burial festures, nor did they attempt to cor-
relate the existing archaecicgical data with the

charter evidence. 5uch work has been undertaken by



% beorg sites could be identified
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roups of ¢
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as round barrows or g of round barrows, 2 as long
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barrows and | as a 'shapeless mound'. Extending this
work with O'Naeil into Gloucestershire he was able fo
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correlate 16 of the 35 charter beorg sites with sur-

viving tumuli, 14 of Them Bronze Age round barrows and
a2 further 3 Neolithic long barrows, one of the latter
within 2 groun of round barrows. The Gloucestershire
study was not confined to bezorg sites noted in charters
and a further 3 Tumuil were noted at sites suggested
by place-names, 8 of Them round barrows, 5 probable

fong barrows. Since this study a number of additional
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arshire charters have baen Transcribed which
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contain a further four beorg features, none of which,
however, has been found To be a known Tumulus., The
identification of these features is dependent upon
correct solutions of The boundary clauses and a re-
assessment of the solution suggested by Grundy for a
clause of land in Bibury (5 ZZS&)M casts doubt upon
the identification of the rawan berk as elther the
round barrow Bibury | or 2, and polnts to a tocation
for this feature elsewhere on the northern boundary
at a site whorse field names also suggest the exist~

ance of & former barrow but where none survives,

On g number of occasions Grinsell and ClTNel !

[



noted prominent natural hitls carrying the beorg Term
Nibley Knoll in Wotton-under-bdge and Rod-
borough Hill in Rodborough, but after an examination
of the Gloucestershire evidence felt able to interpret
The term beorg more rigidiy than in earlier papers,
concluding that this Term was used 'generally for

barrows but sometimes for natural hilis®, with a2 much
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reater emphasis upon the former meaning than had
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30 suggested by place-name scholars., The fact that
fes
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org tures could be described as 'broken’, impliy-

g

ing tooting for grave-goods, was suggested by Grinsell
as further confirmation of such 2 meaning§5 and Kemble
notes one reference in a charter of Worthy, Hants,
where the bounds run to be westan dém beorge se
Eaaif@n wes 'to the west of the barrow that was dug
EnTo*gﬁs It seems possible that visual appearance,
rather than an awareness of function, may sometimes
have influenced the use of this term, or that natural
features may have been occasionally confused with
burial mounds. A small natural hill on the bounds of
Evenlode seems to have been the bytlan Deorhe (S 1325)
and a low stony mound of natural origin on the boundary
of Hawling as ancther lvtlon beorge (S 179). Never-
theless, of the beaﬁg features noted In the charters
of Gloucestershire 20% have so far been identified as

surviving tumuli.

In Worcestershire and Warwickshire few barrows
survive and the archaeocliogical evidence is unforfun-

ately unlikely to cast much light upon the frue
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niace-name site, Barrow Hill in Chaddesley Corbett,

has baesn identified as a surviving tumulus, 2 round
barrow of unusual large size. |t has To be remembered,
however, that hills and watershed ridges were often
chosen as sites for barrow construction and had not
actual fumuli been noted at a number of Gloucester-
shire sites The reference might otherwise have been
considered to be to the hills themselves. Of the
Gloucestershire place-name sites, Jack Barrow in
Duntisbourne Abbot, for instance, lay upon a hill-top
but was identified as The Bronze Age round barrow

Duntisbourne Abbot 1.

There are other reasons, too, for offten suggesting
that the term should be transliated as 'barrow’ rather
than 'hill'. The boundary clauses were referring fo
landmarks which needeag to be located with great pre-
cision if They were to fulfil the funchtion of marrowly
delimiting a particular boundary iine and in these
circumstances the features named tended fTo be small,
prominent mounds rather than vague areas of hilly
terrain. The beorg features in the charters seem to
be very accurately located in The clauses and thelr
'905§T§on at specific points frequently suggests that
+the beorg name did not refer to whole hilis., Thus

the boundary of Seckley in Wolverley (5 212, S 211),
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beorhe or Twoad barrow'. Barrows were often placed
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at such & location on the brow rather than The summit
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of a hill, perhaps in order To be seen more cle
from atar. Furthermore, some charter beorg sites do
not occupy hilly sites at all, the tauergeboerge or

"lark barrow', of Bretforton (S 80), apparently located

upon a featureless, plateau-like terrain.

Detalled local fleld work can often suggest more
ndividual charters and may
even lead to The ldentification of actual features.
Following a more accurate solution of The Fendock, Wo,
charter {S 1314} by The present writer the stan beorgan
has now been jocated in the field and identified as

the remains of a Bronze Age round barrow (Fig. 1}).

3

A sTudy of The nineteenth-century map accompanying
The Tithe award schedule shows that the boundary of
the eastern portion of the parish deviated from its
aight course along The western boundary of this
unit fo omit a field calied "Crookberrow’ in which
The remains of a barrow are still visible, ODetalled
investigations have similarly located the site of the
two S tmbeorge features of Oldberrow in Warwickshire
(S 79). These were situated on the watershed ridge
foilowed by the western boundary of the parish where

the name 'Great Stanberry® was given to an adjacent



field in the parish of Morton Bagot and ‘Near Hanbury!
hbour in Oldberrow. The latter name is
derived from "Famburrows', recorded in the seventeenth
cen?urygfﬁ a direct corruption of the charter name.
Although no tumulus survives at This spot today, a

:

circular mound of gravelly soll some eighteen metres

o

across, situated upon a hili-top a2 tittle further
the north, may represent the remains of the second
stmmbeorae gr fstone barrow'. It is noteworthy that
the stone barrows of these ftwo charters seem To have
ted to a beory parish name in the vicinity, an Indi-
cation, perhaps, that beorg estate names should be
suspacted of an archaecliogical significance, These
stone barrcows lay upon the boundarises of Cldberrow

in Warwickshire and Berrow in Worcestershire, although
the modern settiements bearing these names lie 3 con-
siderable distance from the recorded barrows, 11T wiill
hbe many vyears before all beorg sites noted in field
and place-names in these two counties have been in-
vestigated in the field but at Wasperton, Wa, the
ring-ditch of a possible barrow has been revealed by
asrial photography in a field known as 'Great High-
berry®, here a lowland site where the bzorg name
cannot have described a natural hill (Fig. 2} and
undoubtedly many similar associations between place-
name and archaeclogical evidence wiil be revealed by

further investigation.

With the possibility of the beorg term in place-

names and charters indicating buriail fumulii, The
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distribution patterns of This Term deserve close
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analysis. There are a number of difficuliiss in The

e P - i3 megm Ty 1 X P is o o o
erpretation of distribution patiterns oF place-

names recorded by The Time of the Congues:
used in pre-ConquestT charters are parficularly
valuable in that there is a possibility That the
terms are used with much greater precision at this
early date, Charter evidence does nol, however,
exist for the whole area and The distribu

must be interpreted against a background of known
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charter survival ~. Nevertheless, interesting com-
parisons may be made betwsen The place-name and
archasological evidence {Figs. 3 &4). Generally
place-names containing the term are found over a wide
area in The West Midlands buT concentraticns of beoryg

e M H

featuras remaln marked in those areas of known Tumuli.

Distribution of beorg features

The combined evidence of place-names and charters
in Gloucestershire shows the beorg term to be partic-
ularily frequent over the area of the Colitic |ime-
stone escarpment of The Cotswolds, an area known fo
have been settled infensively in prehistoric times.

A concentration of Deorg features in the north-east
Cotswolds may be noted, an area in which [l of the

16 charter becry features have been identified as
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Bronze Age round barrows. Given The low survival rate
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the significance of the place~name and charte
evidence. Both scurces of avidence suggest that bar-
rows Were much more widespread in the north and east
of the county Than the survival of field monuments

vy and the distribution of charter
beorg sites indicates possible barrows on the Triassic
Sandstone nills of North Worcestershire and on The
broken ferrain of sandstone outcrops in the Keuper
Marls of mid-Worcestershire. A belt of such festures
along the eastern margins of The Severn valley
suggests a wider area of barrow burial Than Tthat known
from the cropmarks of ring ditches, many of which must
have been round barrows, as revealed by aerial photo-
graphy over tThe river gravels of the Severn valley.
fn the south-east of the county, in those areas of The
Yale of Evesham lying aTt The foot of the Cotswold
escarpment, becrg sites again suggesT an area of
barrow burial mors extensive than that known from
crapmarks. In Warwickshire the correlation between
The place-name and archaecological evidence is pro-
nounced, with beorg features appearing most frequentiy
in the southern and eastern sections of the county.
Charter evidence is vary limited in This county buf a
number of beorg feztures in the south of The area, on
the boundaries of Tredington and Alderminster, continue
the above trend. A second group lie In the north-west
of the county and suggest That barrows may also have

been a feature of the higher jand on fthe Warwickshire/
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the cxilg term is often ditficult vo distinguish from
airice, meaning 'a church', and although there are many
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The latter meaning, [T must be interpreted with some
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Beorg nanes

The references to 'broken' barrcows have been noted
as suggestive of tumuli known to have been broken open

in search of the grave-goods contained within, A

ps a Neolithic long barrow lying To the north-

of Berryfield Farm in the nelighbouring parish of
gron. Place-names, Too, record several barrows
described as holh or 'hollow’, perhaps again suggest-
ing an cpened tumulus. In Worcestershire, Hobro Farm
in Wolveriey and Helberrow Green in Inkberrow may be
of this type and Gloucestershire examples add Bauble's
Barrow in Farmington, recorded as Hollowbarvowe in
1621, while, alsc in GCloucestershire, idel Barrow in
Upton St. Lecnards may be the idel or Tempty' barrow,

one which had been lcoted for its treasure.

Most of the names used to describe beorg features

are of a descriptive nature, usually reflecting the
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Their location. They refer to barrows by number, size
and shape, the longam beorge 'the long beorg', of
Swell, G, (5 1026}, identified, for instance, with
the Neolithic long barrow Swell V. The name of the
stret beorge ‘the road barrow', upon The boundary of
the same estate, betrays i7s location beside the ﬁtP;t,
the Roman Ryknield Street. A number of names may give
some insight into the nature of the surrounding
countryside in the Anglo-Saxon or early medieval
period. The wudan bergas of Shottery, Wa, (S 64},
nrobably on the boundary of Ruin Clifford, indicate
nearby woodland In the early eighth century, and the
praesence of hawks, which gave their name to the Lafoe
beorge "hawk barrow!, of Deerhurst holdings (S 1551},
suggests extensive woodliands along the eastern margins
of the Severn valley in Gloucestershire. In contrast,
more copen country is indicated by the reference To
brom 'broom', in the name of Bromsberrow, G!, and to
had Theath', in the name of the ha? peorh 'heath
barrow', of Cofton Hackett, Wo, (5 1272). Again, The
tarks which seem to have been abundant over the
Lauergelve rge of Bretforton, Wo, (S 80), the lafercan
beorh of Cutsdean, Gi, (5 1335, S 1353) and the

La ferean D eork of Evenlode, Gi, (5 1325), may indi-
cate open, cleared iand In the intensively cultivated
areas of the Windrush and Eventode valleys of
Gloucestershire and the Vale of Evesham in Worcester-
Sh§re§2§ Sometimes the names indicate no more Than

focal conditions but the name of Harborough, Wa,

o
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and the same name occurs in The Thirteenth century on
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the Clent Hills of north Worcestershirse in Harborough
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lawy:  the avehaeological aid field svidence
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in his studies In the south-west of England Grinsell

he restricted distribution of the hlaw term in

charters, for although The beorg term was represented
he counties of Somerset, Dorset,

e, Worcestershire, Oxfordshire, Wiltshire
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and Berkshire the term Alaw was most frequent in Berk-
shire, Wiltshire and Worcestershire and entirely absent
from Dorset and Somerset. On this somewhat negative

evidence Grinsel!l was prepared To suggest that 'the

H

ferm hlaw might have been used for Saxon barrows in
contrast with the term beorh for prehistoric and per-
naps alsc Roman barrows. Such an explanation would at
least be consistent with the apparent absence of the
term klme in Dorset and Somerset where pagan Saxon
barrows are very unusual for the same reason That
pagan Saxon cemeteries are very unusual, although
both occasionaliy Dccur’,zz Confirmatory evidence
was seen in the description of barrows as 'broken' or
looted being restricted to beorg rather than Alzw
features, and to only beorg sites being described as

i or Tovergrown',



in the search for further evidence Grinsell found
mounds at 3 of the 12 hilasw sites noted In Berkshire
charters, while the
ton and Kingston charters may have described a
chambered long barrow. Of The five Gloucestershire
sites examined with O'Neil, surfacs features wara
noted at only one site, a Neclithic long barrow, Swell
¥, with evidence of sscondary Saxon internment. The
association of this barrow, noted in the charter as
hattes lawe, possibly 'the hlaw of Heft', with Saxon
burial, would seem t0 be strong argument for a precise
meaning of the hlmw term were 1t not for the fact that
intrusive pagan Saxon burials are ailso recorded in a
neighbouring barrow Swel!l 1V, described in the same
charter as pom longam beorge. There seems 1o be a
possibilifty of confusion in the nineteenth~century
reports but the evidence, Therefore, cannot be taken
as C@ncius§ve,23 Navertheless, avidence continues 1o
accumutate. OFf +the 12 hlaw sites in Wiltshire
charfers,%gnney24 notes that the only one to have been
excavated, posses hlawe on the boundary of Swallow-
cliffe, yleided evidence of "a richly furnished late
Saxon grave, but one which appears to have been in-
serted into a2 Bronze Age barrow. This perhaps pro-
vides some sort of answer to the gquesTion raised by
Grinsell as to which term would have been used to
describe a prehistoric barrow with infrusive pagan
Saxon internments!. However, the remarkably rich
Saxon burial found in the barrow of Tapliow in

Huckinghamshire, which appears to have been the



toc, ‘where the pagan Anglo-Saxons were particularly
fond of barrow burial, barrows are stii! Invariably
called iows*gzé At least 30 of the 70 names Incor-
norating Zow in this county can be identified as
burial-mounds and 17 of these have yieided evidence
of Anglo-Saxon buréaéezj AlThough many of These are
secondary internments within bDarrows a number appear
+o have been primary burials, inciuding ones near
Kenstow Knoll in Middleteon, at Stand Low in Newton
Grange and White Low in Elton. Again, burial of upn-
specified date was confirmed within the iarge barrow
which gave rise to the name of Ludlow in Hereford-
5h§r9928 Within recent years a Tumulus known as
"Wardiow' on Wredon Hill, Ramshorn, in Staffordshire
was excavated in advance of quarrying and found to

) . . . 2G
contain at least four Saxon Inhumation burials,

Although evidence linking the Alaw term with
Anglo-Saxon burial seems To be increasing GCelling
has noted the freguency with which the Term is used
in place-names To describe hilly ground, especially
in the north of England,C and the evidence obvious!y
requires a detailed appralisal in many different
regions. Pagan burials frequently occupied hill~top
positions, partly perhaps fto be prominent memorials, but
nossibly because there was a greater chance of barrow
survival on uncultivated ground. In the West Midiands

35% of charter and 19% of place-name hl=zw sites appear



prominent hili-Top, although the majority lle upon
rising ground. ©Several, indeed, occupy ltowland
sites, such as the hleowede Fhlawe of the Bishop's
Cleeve charter {5 §4§} which field names suggest

was situated beside River Swilgate. In
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Worcestershire 35% of charter sites are located
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upon hill summits but only 19% of place-name sites,
and the @zt merelowe of Wickhamford of the bvesham
charter (S 80) lay upon featursless rolling terrain.
Two separate landmarks noted as Alaw features on the
boundary of Wzeam Tn Worcestershire were fransiated
as montieulos or 'mounds® in a separate Latin survey
and agalin many of the other landmarks appear to have
been Too localised o have been topographical fea-
tures. The lilawe of Great Comberton, referred o in
a boundary clause of Pershore holdings (S 786),
could hardly have been the great mass of Bredon Hill,
whilte 2 cluster of such features noted as the breg
Fl&was on Low Hill in Hartlebury, Wo, (S 1351), seem
to have been individual barrows like the twanm beor-
gum and dreo Deorgas of Swell, GI, (S 1026},

known to have been actual Tumuli. The choice of

hlaw sites as the meeting-places of several Domesday



nundrads in
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e
prominent and distinctive mound was a visible feature

in tThe locality.

Neither can name evidence be dismissed. Although

-
o

o

h are references to "hroken' barrows no Alaw site

P
H

o

appears to have been opened, but a mythological con-
nection with fTreasure, a not uncommen tradition con-
nected with The inclusion of grave-goods with a pagan
buriat, is indicated in the name of Drakelow In
Wolverley, Wo, a Thirteenth-century name referring fo
a draca or ‘'dragon'® who was believed to guard buried
Treasure. At the socuth-eastern corner of Cleeve
Prior a turf Alavan/Turfhlecun/t urf leo (S 222,

5 1591a, S 751) was situated at a spot known In the
[S5Th century as Harrow Hill, a name possibly derived

from heary indicating a pagan site.

The most convincing evidence, however, comes from
archaeological investigations {Figs 5 and 6). Within
recent years an Anglo-Saxon burial has been discovered
less Than half a mile away from the hleowede hlawe of
the Bishops Cleeve, Gl, (5 141) charter, confirming
the presence of Anglo-Saxon pagan buria! sites in The
area, although hettes lawe (S 1026) remains the only
Gloucestershire charter or place-name klaw site known
to have a direct link with Anglio-Saxon burial. 1l
separavre hlaw features have been noted in the char-
ters of Worcestershire, in 132 references, with a

further 8 in place-names. Another 1l have been noted
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Firstiy, tThere is evidence That barrow mounds were

present at a number of Alaw sites in the past, al-

::}mi
b
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though they have failed to survive., -Pone flgqe of

0), seems

(W

Alveston, In the central Avon valley {5 13

in later times To have been known 23 Oldborouch 'The
g

old barrow' and earnes /ilgwe on the boundary of

s

Wormigighton and Stoneton (5 1574) gave rise +o +the

name of Berryhill Farm., Of other place-name sites
¥ o 3

R - o H e ot e oy o, -F f T )
Dugdale records 'a tumulus, or heap of earth situate

%

in a Lane on top of an Hill' at Pathlow, to the north

£
a « X 5 s i
of the River Avon on the boundary of Aston Cantlow.”

The cross at Knightlow, 'the hlaw of the enthts or
¥

young warriors, stands on a mound which may be a

Er

barrow.” " On the boundary of Churchover parish, in
the north-east of The county, 2 large Tumulus near
Gibbet HiITl was known as the Pelgrimglowe in the
fourteenth century and Dugdale reparts that i1+ weas
of such *‘magnitude that It puts passengers beside
the usual r@adggzs A Targe mound may alsc have ex-
isted at Brinkiow in north-east Warwickshire before

the construction of the Norman motte, for the Roman



Fosse Way seems to have been aligned upon it.

Significantty, two of The above sites seem to have
been associated with Anglo-Saxon buriatl, for an Anglo-
Saxon urn was discoverad at Brinkiow ‘on glebe land’
c. 1838 and Angio=Saxon graves have been recorded in
Churchover near Gibbet Hill from 823 onwards, lying
heside and on the Roman Watling Sfree?,34 Records
are not clear but some of these may wel!l have baen
within the tumulus descrided by Dugdale. [If Moot
Hill in Lighthorne has been correctly identified as
the Tremelau of the Tremelau Hundred meeting-place,
this hlaw site has also yielded evidence of Anglo-
Saxon burial, for before 1848 hanging bowi escut-
cheons were found on the brow of the hill and
skefetons in the same Vicinify,55 Near Rowley House
in Stratford, Rowlowe in 1322, 'tha rough Alaw!, a
burial was accompanied by a fifth-century pennanular
br@@th.36 Reliable evidence also comes from the
parish of Leek Wootton where recent excavations in
advance of road construction uncovered a number of
Anglo=-Saxon buriais on a site known as Blacklow
Hitl, 'the black hlaw', or '"the hlaw of Bleca', one
grave containing a maie skeleton buried with a

scramaseax.

Two of the Warwickshire charter hlaw sites appear
To be linked with Anglo=Saxon burisl. When the
bounds of Long Itchington (S 898) are plotted, bounds

which contain references to a &e Hawe and a Wytlan
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a position very similar to that in which Anglo—Saxon

B
H

graves were uncovered in 1876 during gravel-digging.
One of the skeletons had a spearhead driven

vaerticalily Through the body and would seem o be that
of a warrior slain in battie (Fig. ?}aig An early
eleventh-century charter of Myton in The parish of
Warwick St. Nicholas (5 967}, records in its boundary
clause doddan Zé% “the alaw of Dodda', this landmark
immedlately following that of the leomenan or River
Leam (Fig. 8). Here Anglo-Saxon graves were dis-
coverad in 1851 and 1923 and although again early
recordings are vague concerning exact location these

. . 29
correlations seem reliable.

A further link also exists between Al=w sites and
Anglo-Saxon burial. Several recent studies have ex-
amined the locaticon of Anglo-5Saxon burials and factors
influencing Their location. These seem to have in-
cluded proximity to Roman roads and ancient routeways,
a factor which also influenced the choice of hundred
meeting-places., Many burials were also situatedg on
rising ground such as on the brow of a hill, In
cleariy visible locations. GSometimes such sites
overiock a settlement but often They were distant
from any wknown settlement. The choice of remote
focations Is interesting and might arise from a num-
ber of tactors. The burials may have been made on
tand not used for agriculture, either with a desire

to preserve the latter or to ensure the survival of

27



The grave. Shar§65m§dwarésgg has remarked upon &
pagan belief prevelant in early times in lreland that
a dead ancestor could maintain an interest in the
possession of the %err%?er% of his descendents, and
future claimants were consequently instructed to enter
their lands over the burial mounds of the dead who iay
upon the boundaries. Alternatively, The graves may
have been those of an Anglo-Saxon minority not readily
accepted within the villiage community, some of them
perhaps warricrs siain in battle, as the Warwickshire
gxampie of Offchurch would suggest. Whatever The
reasons influencing such a choice of a boundary
location, this remains a characteristic location in
many areas. In Wiltshire 29% of pagan Anglo=Saxon
burial sites lie on boundaries and a further 13%
within 1/10 mile of them, a total of 42% on or near
boumdariesgﬂg in the West Midland counties of
Gioucestershire, Warwickshire and Worcestshire the
proportion is onty slightiy smaller, with 41% on or

) , 47
near boundaries,

Owing to the nature of the evidence all hiaw
sites noted in charters occupy boundary locations,
whether fthese are the boundaries of parishes or
smaller units, but The occurrence of hlaw in place-
names need not be expected to show any bias towards
a boundary location. Yet not only do the majority
cf West Midland place-name sites lie distant from
present settlement,but one third of them lis near

To present-day boundaries. OFf the Gloucestershire

23



ites no fewer than five occupied boundary positions,
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ing within The large parish of Awrs.
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ir Worcestershire four of the five s

g

o ites are simi~-
tarly located, the exception being within the large
parish of Wolveriey, a parish known To contain in-
ternal divisions in the Anglo-Saxon period. In
Warwickshirg of saventeen sites,only four were not
near to parish boundaries. This location of the
hlaw features on or near to the boundaries of
parishes takes on a new significance in the light
of the known tendency for Anglo-Saxon burials to
occupy boundary sites and may be presented as

gvidence for a connection between the two.

Hlag names

The names given to Almw featurss are often of a
similar nature to those given to beorg features,
with descriptive names showing individual hlaw
features To have been 'littie', "turf-covered’, or

associated with birds. Location gave rise to the

-
name of the hileocwede hlawe 'the sheltered hiaw', of
Stoke Orchard, Gi, (5 141}, a feature shown by sur-
viving field names o have occupied a low-lying
pocsition beside the River Swilgate. Similarly, The
w5t merelowe 'the east? boundary hlaw', of the
Evesham charter (S B0) was cbviocusly situated upon
an estate boundary. Although the brer hlaw indi-
cates the presence of thorns growing near the
boundary of Broadway, Wo, (5 786), hlaw names tend

%

To be generally less illustrative of conditions In



features are associated with personal names, Al-
i { ‘very occasicnally per-

though Grinsell notes Tne
sonal names do indicate the person buried in the
barrow' they can also indicate individuals with
associations in the §Gca§§?yg43 ~in Worcestershire
Oswaldeslaw on the boundary of Stoulton seems to
have acquired 1ts name after AD 964 when Low HITI,

a prominent hill on a major routeway between Droit-
wich and +he Avon valley, was said To have been
chosen as the meeting-place of the new triple hun-
dred of Oswaldslow, its name chosen to honour Bishop
Oswald., YeT it may not be entirely colncidental
that of the six hlaw sites associated with known
Anglo-Saxon burial in the area five of them may be

asscciated with personal names.

Hlaw Distribution

The argument for a rigid interpretation of the
term hlzw in the West Midlands is a very strong one
which should not be too tightly dismissed. |f this
argument carries any weight Then the distribution
of the Term in place-names and charters should ob-
viously warrant carefu!l scrutiny. AT present known
Anglo-5axon burial sites are almost entirely re-
stricted to the eastern portions of Worcestershire
and Gloucestershire but are more widely distributed
over Warwickshire, This concentration is too much
in evidence to be ignored but it must be remembered

that a great number of Tthese burials have come to
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buted widely wherever barrow burial was carried out,
s area remains frequent only In the areas
known Anglo-Saxon penetration. The relative fre-
quency of the term Alaw in the place-names of War-
wickshire has asleady been noted and The term also
occurs eleven Times In only a handful of charters.
The charter hlaw features are found in the known
area of Anglo-Saxon pagan burial with a concentra-
tion in the Avon Valley and the Feldon of the south,
The high Incidence of The Term appears to reflect
the fact that this area was one of the eariiest in
the West Midiands fto fall under Anglo-Saxon domin-
a%%on,44 Place-names show The same concentration
with an outlier further north in Cowley Wood, Bed-
worth, This does not stand alone for an Anglo-
Saxon burial has been recorded at Oldbury. Less
expiicable outliers are noted in Jater place-names
in the north-west of the county in Hawksiey Hall,
Kings Norton and Hockley Heath, Tanworth. The
Gioucestershire #law features of the charters are
confined To The Oolitic escarpment or its immediate
vicinity, several of them reappearing in place-
names, This area is also known To have been settied
by the pagan Anglo-Saxons at a relatively early date,
apparently as a secondary development from the
Central Aven Va%%%y,45 But place-names also show a
number of klaw features further west in the valley

of the Severn and in particular three early
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n between such names and Anglo-Saxon burials
could be verified., Biledisloe 'the hlaw of Blid'. was
indeed an ancient earthwork which may have incorpor-
ated an earilier barrow and IT was To serve as the
meeting-place of Bledisloe Hundred, while Etloe "the
himw of Eata' and Hagloe 'the hlaw of Haega', lie not
far distant. Romano-British power was strong here
tong after recessions were being experienced further
east but Anglo~Saxon Incursions may not have been en-
tirely absent. The location of The sites beside the
tidal estuary of the Severn, a known entry point for
invasion, may not be conicidental, and it is not im-
probable that a Romano-British population may have
felt the need for mercenary ald, a role which seems
to have been played in oTher areas by Anglo-Saxon
Troopsﬁ46 In Worcestershire charter hlzw features
have been noted further west than any recorded
Anglo-Saxon burial. They occur in the parish of
Hartiebury fto the east of the Severn and on the
bounds of the Wicam estate to the west. They are,
however, most frequent in the south-east of the
county in the known area of Anglo-Saxon penetration,
an area where five charter coccurrences have been
noted. Flace-name evidence, too, would add a number
of sites in the north-west of the county as far
afield as Lindridge and Wolveriey, These are not,

however, names recorded in an eariy context.
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areas of estate development. With the remarkable
correlation between the hlmw term in charters and
place-~names with known Anglo-Saxon burials in
Warwickshire the unexplained distribution of
Gloucestershire and Worcestershire become more
intferesting. The archaeclogical record for these
counties is by no means compliete and This is all
the more reason for keeping an open mind Towards
The evidence avaliable for these areas in the

Anglo-Saxon period.

Byrgels: buyrgen

it is unfortunate that in Worcestershire and
wWwarwickshire there is no archaeclicgical evidence
avallable To reveal information about The terms
byrgels or byrgen. Grinsell noted some correla-—
Tion with Bronze Age barrows in Berkshire and
Gloucestershire, the hapenan byrigelsas of Cold
Ashton, GI, (S 414) apparently in the same loca-
tion as the charter barrow Fearn baorhg (S 553)
and F%nbergi7 noted that the fasenan byrigelsa of
Hawling (S 179) seemed tc be the round barrows
Hawling 5-10. Yet the limited distribution of
these features is of interest, and the freguent
association with a perscnal name. Kemble shows
that Anglo-Saxons could be buried on the boun-

daries of estates outside recognised burial areas
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which tThe boundary runs Jonan west on da mearce dar
H
Lfstam 116 on hmdenan byrgels thence westwards fo
the boundary mark {7} where Zlfstan lieth on
heathen burial-place’. Burials asscciated with

i

named individuals in the West Midlands are
Flfstines byriels or Fallistanes byrigels on the
southern sliopes of Sheen HIll in South Littieton,
Wo, (S 1599, S i1591a) and ealhmundes byrigerme on
the bounds of Tardebigge, also in Worcestershire
(S 1598). HNo archaeological evidence is available
for either place and enlightenment upon The meaning
and significance of this term must awalt similar

studies olsewhere.

Conclusions

Recent studies seem to indicate that Oid English
terms were used with a much greater degree of pre-
cision than has previcusly been Thought. Although
a number of terms such as beorg, oriig and hlaw have
been used to refer to natural hillk they appear fo
have been used much more often than formerly real-
ised to refer to specific burial features. The
link is a visual one, In that the terms obviously
referred initially to a distinctive mound or tumulus
In certain types of evidence, such as charter boun-
dary clauses, the connection may be so direct as o
be of considerable archaeclogical significance, and
it is obvious that both place-name and charter

gvidence can provide a great deal of valuable
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f the role of the pagan Anglo-Saxons in the West
Midiand area, must take intoc account the limited
nature of the data at present avallable. Additional
archaeclogical svidence may not be reasdily obtalined
buT The charters and place-pames of the area contain
essential clues as To where it may be sought and
provide a reference for estimating The likely
original density of archaeological features where

PitTle surface avidencs remalins.

DELLA HOOKE
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incidence of featursas

{place-name dates adjusted after Sawyer)
BEORG

Charter references, Worcestershire

Bengeworth S 1590, K. 1358 on hadene beorge
Pengeworth § 1664, K, 1292 3=t on hZfen beorgas
Broadway 5 786, B, 1282 on ba ealdan dic =t wad beorhe
Cofton Hackett S 1272, 8. 455 (1) in hes beorh midde
weardne

Evesham S BO, B, 125 in lauvergeboerge

usque ad bosrges

in wadberegwe

in halleshorge
Evesham 5 1559, K, 1368 on Baggenbeorge

west 10 Be beorges

on #one lytle gréne bearh

on Elleshecrh
Hampton S 873, K. 664 d&t on mliles beocrh
Overbury & Conderton 5 216, B, 541 in swalawa barh
Pendock S 1314, B 547 be supan stan becrgan
Pershore S 786, B, 12BZ on wad beorgas
Sedgeberrow S 113, B, 223 stanbergas

ruanberg
Shurnock, Feckenham S 1227, B, 1006 to ipples berhge
Smite, Hindlip S 1339, K. 618 +0 babeles beorgen

5 berge
Whittington S 1361, K. 670 wid westan Bone beorh
Wican S 142, B. 212 {ad tumulum vocitatum kett)

{(innon kett)
Wwolverley 5 211, B, 514  on heasecan berh
wWolverley S 212, B, 513  on heasecan berh
Wolveriey § 726, B, 1134 on heasecan beorh

@

Early place-names, Worcestershire

Ashborough, Bromsgrove Asseberga 1086

Axborough Hill, Welverley heasecan berh B66 *{as above}
"Fishborough' Hundred Fisseberga 1086

inkberrow Intanbeorgas 789

Ipplesborough Hitl, Feckenham ipples berhge |l+h *
Larkborcugh, Bretforton lauergeboerge 7052 {12+h)™

Wadborough, Pershore-Holy=Cross ad beorgas 9727%
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Alderminster § 786, B, 1282 on rum beorgas
Oidbaerrow S 79, B, 144 on stanbeorge

on stanbeorge
Shottery 5 64, B, 123 wudan bergas
Teodeces leage S 1307, B, 111 to ulan bearhe
Tredington S 5%, HB. i83 on Brocnanbyrh

on badbeorgas

Early place-names, Warwickshire
Farnborough Feornebeorh ¢. 1015
Crandborouah Greneburgan 10473
Harborough Herdeberge 1086
Mappleborough Green, Studley Mepelesbarwe 840 for
B40xB852

Shuckborough socheberge 1086

Charter references, Gloucesvershire

Bibury S 1254, B, 166 on rawan barh
Hourton—on~the-water S 14, B. 230 inwinesburg
Bishops Cleeve S 141, B, 246 to imman beorgs
on herrihtes beorh
Calmsden, N, Cerney $§ 20Z, B. 466 on swiftan beocrh
Cutsdean 5 1335, B, 1799 on wad beorhb
cn lafercan beorh

Cutsdean S 1353, K, 660 on wagbeorh
on laftercan becrh
Daylesford S 84, B, 139 on nunnena beorgas
Daylesford S 1340, K, 623 edst 0 Nunnena beorge
west to Babban beorge
Deerhurst S 1551, F. no, 187 on hafoc beorge
on beorgwiliian
on beorg legen
Donnington 5 115, B, 229 innon grene beorhes sice
in tTwisebeorge
Dy rham S 786, B, 1282 on mus beorh
on fearn beorh
Evenlode S 1325, B. 1238 on giid becrh

to lafercan beorh

to pan ltytian beorhe

to ban 'to' brocenan beorge
Ewen, Kemple S 1552, B. 673 usque Lytle Berwe
Hawkesbury 786, B 1282  on m=d beorh

78]
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Haw ling S 179, B, 356
Maugersbury S 55? 8. 882
Naunton 5 1304, B,
Notgrove 5 99, B.
Pucklechurch S 553, B, 887
Swell S

Woodchester S5 103, B, 164

Woodchester S 1441, B 574
Wotton—under-Edge S 467, B.

Earéy place- names, G%oucesfershire

To pam lvytian becrge
re pam beorgan

on porn B
HIOD on bone 1t

Beorh
fan beorh

165 +to Balesbeoorge

on Fearn beorhg

(026, F.no.!7! ke suBan bam longam becrge
# =

to stret becrge

into twam bDeorgum

Innon Bene litle beorh
in Bone twiselede beorh
innon pa %reo beorgas
roddan beorg

has {burg

on Roddanbsorg syl fne

764 ofer nybban becrh easte

weardne

Berrow Farm, hshéewar?h
Brightwells Barrow Hundre
Bromsberrow

"iideberg’, Evenlode
Lasborough, Weston Birt
"Letberg’ Hundred
Longborough
Ganborough, Littile Barrow,

Rodborough
HLAW, HLE

Charter references,

beorgwillan Fith*
Brictvoidesberg htd 1086

Brvnmeberge 1086
Gildbeorh S69%
Lesseberqge 1086
Letberg(e) hid 1086
Langeberge 1086

Donnington grenebeorhas sice

779%

Roddan beorg 716-43 ({i+h}*

Worcestershire

Broadway 5 786, B, 1282

()

Cleave Prior § 222, B. 537

Evesham S 80, B. 125

Evesham S 1599, K. 1368
Evesham S I5%1a, K iii
Hartlebury S 1351, K. £53

Pershore 5 786, B. 1282
Stoulton 5 1601, K, 111

37

on fugel himsw
on brer hiew
on pone lytlan hiauw
in turt hiawen
in msT merelowe
%y
on Weremundes §aw§f
ey
Weremodes |lawe

395-6 on turfhieowun

on breo hiBwas
to pam hlmwe

160 +G Oswaldes hlawe



carly place-names,

Worcestershire

1201 on turf leo/ of
turfthlec

in ba hiswasl{ad monticulos)

Innon pa hiawas f{ad alios

monticulos)

Charter references,

"Cresselay!

Hindred

low Hill, White Ladies Aston

Oswa

siow Hundred

P

Warwickshire

Crosselay
Oowalides hiawe

1086
[1+h*

Oswaldesiaw 1086

Atderminster S 786, B, 12BZ
Alveston S 3358, K. 651
Kineton S 773, B, 1234
Ladbroke & Radbourne S 892, N

7o pos hiliwan

on Bone hlaw

in morbhiay B

& S, 19-22 to pa hiawe on
vppescelfe

of b2 hlawe

Long itchington 5 898, K. 705 to sic hiawe

o bem lytlan hlawe
Myton, Warwick 5 967, E. 393-44 on doddan | sew
Southam 5 892, N & 5. 189-27 to beornwsaldes hlawe
Wormleighton S 588, B, 946 to Ban hlmwe
Wormieighton S 1574, B, 947  on earnes hlewe

Early place-names, Warwickshire
"HBomelau' Hundred Bomelau 1086
Pathlow Hundred Patelau 1086
Tremelau’ Hundred Tremelau 1086
Charter references, GCloucestershire
Adlestrop 5 550, B, 887 on ée himw
Adlestrop S 1238, K. 963 on uiﬁ | Bw
Bibury S 1254, B, 166 on east hleopan (hied¥an?)
Bishops Cleeve 5 141, B, 246 on pone rard et hleowede
hiawe

To Antan hlawe
Bishops Cleeve 5 1549, H, 245 on honta nlaw
Evenlode S 109, B, 210 heortuue!ie =t mules hlmwe
Evenlode 5 1328, H. 1238 o mulies hiawe
Swell 5 1026, F.no. 171 be sudan hzttes |awe
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tarly place-names, Gloucestershire

"Blakelow’ Hundred Riacelew hd! {ORG
Biedisioe, Awre Blitesiay 1088
Bledistow Hundred Biitesiav nd? 1086
Botloe Hundred Hotelay nhdf 1086
Etice, Awre tesliav 1086

Lowdilow Brake, Stoke Orchard hieowede hilawe 768-779%
Wontley Farm, Southam & Brockhampton +o Antan hlawe

768-779%
LH

CRUC (from CRUG)
Charter references, Worcestershire

Cotheridge S 1303, 8. 110 on cyrces pull? .

Fensax S 1595, H, 246 into Cricce lades broc?
carly place-names, Worcestershire

Churchiti (Oswaldsiow) Circehille oae 7

Churchiii (Clent) Cercehalle 1086 7

Charter references, Warwickshire

Shipston-cn~Stour S 1573, H, 347 up on cyric hyll

Farly place-names, Warwickshire

Dunchurceh Donecerce 1086 7

Charter references, Gloucestershire

. o s e s . Y T S TS S

Eariy place-names, Gloucestershire

Churchdown Circesdvne 10867
BYRGELS, BYRGEN

Charter references, Worcestershire

Bengeworth S 1664, K, 1299 on %a hesenan byrgena

Evesham S 1599, K, 1368 westward on AlfstTanes byriels
on da ®denan byrielse

Fvesham S 1591a, K iii 395-96 on EallistBnes byrigels

Tardebigge 5 1598, H. 362 on ealhmundes byrigenne

Early place-names, Worcestershire

Wk T T T TR e i A Y S 900 S
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Charter references, Warwickshire

Shipston-on=Stour 5 1573, H. 347 fo bam hadenan byriggelse

Early place-names, Warwickshire

o i e i iy S . SR T SR

Charter references, Gloucestershire

Coid Ashton S 414, B, €70 on ba hzbenan byrigelisas
Hawl ing S 179, B, 356 to bam hzBenan byrigelse

Farly piace-names, Gloucestershire

o S S R s S T T T S

Fubtished sources of charters

B, W. de Gray Birch, Cartularium Saxonicum (1B85-1899)

£. J. tarle, 4 Hand-book to the Lend-Charters and other
Saxonic Documents {(Oxford, [BB8)

F. H.P.R, Finberg, The Farly Charters of the West Midlands
(Leicester 1961)

M. Hearne, Heming Hemingi Char tilariun Ececlesiae
Wigorniensis, ed. T. Hearne (Oxford 1723)

K. J.M. Kemble, Codexr Diplomaticus devi Savoniei (1839-48)

N & S, Napler and Stevenson, The Crawford Collection of
Farly Charvters and Documents, ed., A.S. Napier and W.H,
Stevenson (Oxford [895)

S numbers in P.H, Sawyer, Anglo=Saxon Charvters, an owmotated
List and bibliography (London 1968)

Flace~names:

J.E.B. Gover, A. Mawer and F.M, Stenton, The Place~Names of
Warwickshive, English Place-Name Sociaty X1
(Cambridge 193%6)

A, Mawer and F.M. Stenton, The Place~Names of Worcestershive,
English Place-Name Society 1V (Cambridge 1927)

AH. Smith, The Place-Names of Gloucestershire, Part |,
Fnglish Place-Name Society XXXVI11 {Cambridge 1964);
Part 2, E.P.N.S. XXXIX (Cambridge 1964); Fart 3, E.P.N.S,
XL {Cambridge, 1964); Part 4, E,P.N.S, XL! (Cambridge
1965), charter names presented as checked by D. Miiis,
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