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Civil Action No.: 1:18-cv-02107

FOIPA Request No.: 1413700-000

Subject: Ohr FD-302’s

(November 22, 2016-May 16, 2017)
Dear Mr. Marshall:

The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA), Title 5,
United States Code, Section 552/552a. Below you will find checked boxes under applicable statutes for the
exemptions asserted to protect information exempt from disclosure. The appropriate exemptions are noted on the
processed pages next to redacted information. In addition, a deleted page information sheet was inserted to indicate
where pages were withheld entirely pursuant to applicable exemptions. An Explanation of Exemptions is enclosed to
further explain justification for withheld information.
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34 pages were reviewed and 34 pages are being released.

W Deletions were made by the Department of State. To appeal those denials, please write directly to
that agency

Please see the paragraphs below for relevant information specific to your request and the enclosed FBI
FOIPA Addendum for standard responses applicable to all requests.

[ Document(s) were located which originated with, or contained information concerning, other
Government Agency (ies) [OGA].

" This information has been referred to the OGA(s) for review and direct response to you.

' weare consulting with another agency. The FBI will correspond with you regarding this information
when the consultation is completed.
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Please refer to the enclosed FBI FOIPA Addendum for additional standard responses applicable to your
request. “Part 1” of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all requests. “Part 2” includes
additional standard responses that apply to all requests for records on individuals. “Part 3” includes general
information about FBI records that you may find useful. Also enclosed is our Explanation of Exemptions.

Please direct any further inquiries about this case to the Assistant United States Attorney representing the
Government in this matter. Please use the FOIPA Request Number and/or Civil Action Number in all
correspondence or inquiries concerning your request.

See additional information which follows.

Sincerely,

Dbl

David M. Hardy

Section Chief

Record/Information
Dissemination Section

Information Management Division

Enclosures:

In response to your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request, enclosed is a processed copy of
Bates Stamped documents, FBI (18cv02107)-1 through FBI (18cv02107)-34. The enclosed documents represent the
final release of information responsive to your request.

Bruce Ohr’s handwritten notes attached to these FD 302's were previously released to you in response to
your FOIA Litigation 18-cv-490. See OIP's release dated December 19, 2018, pdf file “12-19 Interim Response
Package Part 1 of 3", pages 31-36. In addition, 6 pages were withheld in full in OIP’s production pursuant to
Exemptions 6, 7(A), 7(C), 7(D), and 7(E).

A document titled “Manafort Chronology” attached to these FD 302's was previously released to you in
response to your FOIA Litigation 18-cv-01854. See OIP's release dated July 10, 2019, pdf file “7-10 Interim
Response Package Part 18”, pages 176-181, corresponding bates stamps 20180618-0000507 to 20170618-
0000512.
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FBI FOIPA Addendum

As referenced in our letter responding to your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request, the FBI FOIPA Addendum
includes information applicable to your request. Part 1 of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all
requests. Part 2 includes additional standard responses that apply to all requests for records on individuals. Part 3 includes
general information about FBI records. For questions regarding Parts 1, 2, or 3, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under
“Contact Us.” Previously mentioned appeal and dispute resolution services are also available at the web address.

Part 1: The standard responses below apply to all requests:

0] 5U.S.C. 8552(c). Congress excluded three categories of law enforcement and national security records from the
requirements of the FOIA [5 U.S.C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010)]. FBI responses are limited to those records
subject to the requirements of the FOIA. Additional information about the FBI and the FOIPA can be found on the

www.fbi.gov/foia website.

(i) National Security/Intelligence Records. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of national security and
foreign intelligence records pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b)(1), (b)(3), and PA exemption (j)(2) as applicable to requests
for records about individuals [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(1), (b)(3), and (j)(2); 50 U.S.C 8 3024(i)(1)]. The mere
acknowledgment of the existence or nonexistence of such records is itself a classified fact protected by FOIA exemption
(b)(1) and/or would reveal intelligence sources, methods, or activities protected by exemption (b)(3) [50 USC §
3024(i)(1)]. This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that national security or foreign intelligence
records do or do not exist.

Part 2: The standard responses below apply to all requests for records on individuals:

@) Requests for Records about any Individual—Watch Lists. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of
any individual's name on a watch list pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(7)(E) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§
552/552a (b)(7)(E), ()(2)]. This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that watch list records do or
do not exist.

(i) Requests for Records for Incarcerated Individuals. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of records
which could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any incarcerated individual pursuant to
FOIA exemptions (b)(7)(E), (b)(7)(F), and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. 88 552/552a (b)(7)(E), (b)(7)(F), and (j)(2)].
This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that such records do or do not exist.

Part 3: General Information:

0] Record Searches. The Record/Information Dissemination Section (RIDS) searches for reasonably described records by
searching those systems or locations where responsive records would reasonably be found. A reasonable search
normally consists of a search for main files in the Central Records System (CRS), an extensive system of records
consisting of applicant, investigative, intelligence, personnel, administrative, and general files compiled and maintained by
the FBI in the course of fulfilling law enforcement, intelligence, and administrative functions. The CRS spans the entire FBI
organization and encompasses the records of FBI Headquarters (FBIHQ), FBI Field Offices, and FBI Legal Attaché Offices
(Legats) worldwide and includes Electronic Surveillance (ELSUR) records. For additional information about our record
searches visit www.fbi.gov/services/information-management/foipa/requesting-fbi-records.

(i) FBI Records. Founded in 1908, the FBI carries out a dual law enforcement and national security mission. As part of this
dual mission, the FBI creates and maintains records on various subjects; however, the FBI does not maintain records on
every person, subject, or entity.

(i) Requests for Criminal History Records or Rap Sheets. The Criminal Justice Information Services (CJIS) Division
provides Identity History Summary Checks — often referred to as a criminal history record or rap sheets. These criminal
history records are not the same as material in an investigative “FBI file.” An Identity History Summary Check is a
listing of information taken from fingerprint cards and documents submitted to the FBI in connection with arrests, federal
employment, naturalization, or military service. For a fee, individuals can request a copy of their Identity History
Summary Check. Forms and directions can be accessed at www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-checks.
Additionally, requests can be submitted electronically at www.edo.cjis.gov. For additional information, please contact
CJIS directly at (304) 625-5590.

(iv) The National Name Check Program (NNCP). The mission of NNCP is to analyze and report information in response to
name check requests received from federal agencies, for the purpose of protecting the United States from foreign and
domestic threats to national security. Please be advised that this is a service provided to other federal agencies. Private
citizens cannot request a name check.


http://www.fbi.gov/foia
http://www.fbi.gov/foia
file:///C:/Users/JAWEIMER/AppData/Local/Temp/1/Letters/www.fbi.gov/services/information-management/foipa/requesting-fbi-records
http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-checks
http://www.edo.cjis.gov/
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EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552

(A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign
policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order;

related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency;

specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the matters
be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding or refers
to particular types of matters to be withheld,;

trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential;

inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with
the agency;

personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy;

records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records or
information ( A) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a fair
trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, (D) could
reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any private
institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any
individual;

contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or

geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells.
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a
information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding;

material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime
or apprehend criminals;

information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign policy,
for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods;

investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or privilege
under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be
held in confidence;

material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant to
the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056;

required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records;

investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence;

testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service the
release of which would compromise the testing or examination process;

material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who
furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence.
FBI/DOJ
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SEC RN b6 -2
b7C -2
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Date of entry 12/19/2Q01¢
DRAFT DOCUMENT/DELIBERATIVE MATERIAL
Do not disseminate outside the FBI without the permission of the originator or program
manager.
Bruce OHR, currently the Associate b6 -5
Deputy Attorney General and Director of the Department of Justice's b7C -5

Crganized Crime and Drug Enforcement Task Force (OCDETF) was interviewed at
FBI Headquarters. After being advised of the identity of the interviewing
Agent and the nature of the interview, OHR provided the following
information:

1}
ISsHresZNE)  OHR met[:::::::::]in 2007, sometime before a January 2008
conference they both attended. OHR remembers he was at a conference when

| and their first
interaction teook place prior to that event. As the Chief of DOJI's
Organized Crime and Racketeering Section at the time, OHR met[:::::::::]j11b1 -1

London at H was an expert on Russia, b3 -1
specifically Russian organized crime, and was concerned the west was not b6 -2, 3
taking the Russian threat seriously. Russian oligarchs are brilliant yet b7C -2, 3
cold-blooded and do not _act like adults as they kill people for nothing. b7D -1

the years OHR and had o few more meetings before OHR lefr P7E -2, 3, 4

d joined or founded Orbis. .
OHR andl Iwould see each other once a year in London or thésl

' U.S] had paid clients, vet provided OHR with the same short
intel reports from 4 OHR
introduced| |

| |
(U3 Tar£6e#NF] OHR believes that| | b3 -1

b7D -1
b7E -2, 4
SEC ORN
Investigation on 11/22/2016 L Washington, District Of Columbia, United States {In Person)
b3 -1
File # | Datc drafted  11/22/2016 b6 -2
b7C -2
by b7E -1

This document contains neither recommendatons por conclusions of the FBI. Itis the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency, it and ils contents are not
to be distributed outside your agency.

FBI(18cv2107)-1
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CmnmmmﬁofﬂymgogEEZ?@@iHEI:Interview of Bruce Ohr ,on 11/22/2016 ppe 2 of 3

5]

i

OHR believes Russian oligarchs will provide information to

the FBI because in Russia everyone talks to the police. Following the 2014

Ukrainian invasion OQHR metl

OHR recalled

the three talked about engaging with prospective oligarchs, and that

meeting led

to a meeting between the FBI, |

(u/ /5w | l

i { ¥} In late July 2016, possikly Saturday, July 30, 2016,
called OHR and asked to meet for breakfast as he/she was in

Washington, b.C. and had some serious stuff to talk about. [:::::::::]

planned to

COHR me

met with hai
other perso
that fime

also tell SA about the information he/she had collected.
for breaklast where OHR was told that Carter Page had
gh level officials in Russia. Page met with Sechin and one

b3 -1
b7E -1
bl -1
b7 -1
b6 -2, 3
b7¢ -2, 3
b7E -4
7D -1, 2
b7E -4
bl -1
b3 -1
b6 -1, 2,
b7A -1

P7C -1, 2, 3

7D -1, 2

n. The media had already documeptfed Page's trip to Moscow al  p7p -2, 3,

The FSBE had Tyump over a barral]

e,

reported to
—

almost read

and planned to give the rest to him. At that time,l

In addition, was furious atI |
d was making a case against him. | Were

y to talk to the U.S. about the money| | stole.
claimed he had already given some of this reporting to SA

had proviaed

[:::::::]with two reports regarding these topics while Glen Simpson had four.,

OHR provide

d copies of notes he took during and after the meeting with

which are enclosed as attachments.

(S7#9&4TF)  OHR knew Glen Simpson hired

connections

to dig up Trump's
to Russia. OHR's wife is a Russian translator and was hired to

conduct open source research. Even though she did not know the goal of the
project, she was able to surmise the purpose as the individuals she was
researching were close to Trump. OHR knew that Glen Simpscon was hired by a

lawyer who

does opposition research. OHR knewl reporting on

Trump's ties to Russia were going to the Clinton Campaign, Jon Winer at the

U.5. State

Department and the FBI. OHR was aware that Simpson was

passing |

hformation to many individuals or entities and at

'timesl would attend meetings with Simpson.

¥} OHR metl in Washington, D.C. in late September,

possibly close to the time when the Yahoo news article was published on

September 23, 2016. During that meeting,

advised the Alfa

server in the US is a link to the Trump campaign and Sergei Millian's
Russian/American organization in the U.S. used the Alfa server two weeks

SECRE FORN

b7E -4

P7TE - 4

3

4

FBI(18cv2107)-2
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FD-302a (Rev. 05-03-10)

SECRETZ7ORCON/NOFORN _

b3 -1
§U3 bL7E -1
. Continuation of FD-302 of M Interview of Bruce Ohr Op 11/22/2016 pgee 3 of 3
prior ‘2l el -1
Wi b3 -1
]was desperate that Donald Trump not get b6 -1, 3
elected and was passiconate about him not being the U.S. President. OQHR b7Cc -1, 3
believesl |wanted to blunt or foil the Eremlin's plans. Simpson b7E -4
and] Icould have met with Yahoo or Michael Isikoff Jointly, but
OHR does not know 1f they did. OHR provided copies of notes he tock after
the meeting with| | which are enclosed as attachments.

1 TS7#664F] OHR never believed| lvas making up information or k7D -1, 2
shading it. He/she would say this is what are telling me. There b7E -3, 4
are always Russian conspiracy theories that come from the Kremlin. OCne
time OHR heard a theory from ||

OHR honestly
believes] Ireported what he heard from | but
that doesn’'t make that story true.

il .

(5 F}) Jon Winer possibly knew I bé -1
OHR net Winer in 19929 or 2000 when Winer was the U.S. Deputy Assistant b7C -1
Secretary of State for Internaticnal Law Enforcement. Winer was very b7E -4
interested in Russian Organized Crime and enthusiastic about the subject,
vet at times difficult to deal with. OHR knew Glen Simpscon and others were
T talking to Victeria Muland at the U.$S. State Department.
P

EEZ?ﬁGiﬁEE OHR does not know how[::::::::::]handles or communicates pTD -1, 2

| OHR does not know the identity of | b7E -4
l b
(SZroe#NE) OHR provided the following contact information for
bs -4
b7C -4
b7D -1
b7E -4

SECRET OFORN

FBI(18cv2107)-3
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FD-302 {(Rev. 5-8-10)

SEC ORN " b6 -2
b7c -2
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Date of entry 12/15/20146
DRAFT DOCUMENT/DELIBERATIVE MATERIAL
Do not disseminate outside the FBI without the permission of the originator or program
manager.
Bruce OHR, currently the Associate bé -5
Deputy Attorney General and Director of the Department of Justice’s b7C -3
Organized Crime and Drug Enforcement Task Force (OCDETF) was interviewed at
FBI Headquarters. After being advised of the identity of the interviewing
Agent and the nature of the interview, OHR provided the following
information: bs -1
b7C -1

21y (Srree/NE) OHR has never| | on b7D -2

one occasion, OHR met with' l b7E -4

5]

bl -1
b3 -1
in EﬁZﬁ@@iﬂfz OHR has never been present during meetings between zgc_ll
and Jon Winer. -OHR is only aware that[:::::f::::]and Winer have b7E -4
met asl |advises OHR that the meetings occcur.
3 jﬁiﬁ@€iﬂf§ Glen Simpson directed | to speak to the press as
that was what Simpson was payinﬂ |to do. OHR does net know if b7E -4

| |going to Mcther Jones was Simpson’'s ldea or not.

1y TS//9e#NF) Glen Simpson hired OHR's wife to conduct research for his
firm. OHR will voluntarily provide his wife's research to the FBI. OHR
provided the interviewing Agent with a report on Paul Manafort. The report
titled, "Manafort Chronoloegy”, was scanned and is a digital attachment to
this document.

Deglassify 20411231

SEC ORN

Investipationon  12/05/2016 , Washington, District Of Columbia, United States (In Ferson)

b3 -1
fil Date drafted 12/12/2016 . bE -2
by | b7C -2

bL7E -1

This document conlains neither recommendations oor conclusions of the FBI, ILis the property of the FBI and is loaned to vour agency; it and its contents are not
to be distributed owiside your apency.

FBI(18cv2107)-4
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FE3-302a (Rev. 05-08-10)

SEC

Continuation of FD-302 of |S/#OE#NE) Interview of Bruce COhr

,On

12/05/2016

, Page

b3 -1
b7E -1

2 of 2

FBI(18cv2107)-5
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i

SEC FORN
bt -2
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION b7Cc -2
Datc of cntry 12/19/2016

DRAFT DOCUMENT/DELIBERATIVE MATERIAL
Do neot disseminate cutside the FBI without the permission of the originator or program
manager.

be -5

Bruce OHR, currently the Associate
b7C -5

Deputy Attorney General and Director cof the Department of Justice’s
Organized Crime and Drug Enforcement Task Force (QCDETF) was interviewed at
FBI Headguarters. After being advised of the identity of the interviewing
Agent and the nature of the interview, OHR provided the following
information:

jU! { F') OHR had breakfast at Peet's Coffee, 1lth and E 5t. NW,
a2 Washington, D.C. with Glenn Simpson at 10:00 A.M. on December 10, 2016, b7E -4, 5
During breakfast Simpson provided OHR with an 8GB Verbatim USB micro
digital media drive (thumb drive). OHR does not know what is on the thumb
drive but believes it is in regards to the work[::::::::::] was hired to do
for Simpson. The thumb drive was entered into evidence at WFO as original

evidencel |and a working copy CD-ROM was produced for

investigative use. An evidence FD-302 was generated and serialized to this
file,

YUJ TSAAOESHE)  COHR took notes after the meeting with Simpson to preserve
his memory and referred to them during the interview. OQHR's notes are an
attachment te this document.

;UE (3 F} Simpson identified Michael Cohen, a lawyer in Brooklyn, NY

as having many Russian c¢lients in the Brighton Beach, NY area. Cohen is b6
-1

the go-between Russia and the Trump Campaign and replaced Paul Manafort and b7C -1

Carter Page. Cohen's wife's last name is Shusterman

| Cchen may

have attended a meeting in Prague, possibly in September, regarding the
Trump Campaign and the Russians.

Derived
NSISC-200

Tnvestigation on 12/12/2016 4 Washington, District Of Columbia, United States (In FPerson)

b3 -1
Fiic # Datcdraficd 12/14/2016 be -2
b7C -2
by b7E -1
This document contains neither recomnmendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 3 s the property of the FBI and is loancd to your agency, it and its contents are not

to be distributed outside your agency.

FBI(18cv2107)-6
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FD-302a (Rev. 05-08-10)

SEC QRN
Al
Continuation of ¥1>-302 of [57#06/NE) Interview of Bruce Ohr . On 12/12/2016 , Page 2 of 3
il
1§iﬁ@€iﬂ£§ According to Simpson, much of his collecticon about the Trump
campalgn ties to Russia comes from
ij] Simpson does not know his name.

IEZiQ&ZﬂE} A former Trump campaign official, possibly Rick Wilson, was
talking about some of the Trump ties to Russia and the Trump Campaign tried
to sue him for viclating his non-disclosure agreement.

IE??&E?ﬁfi A Russian senator and mobster named Torshin may be involved
in running the Central Bank of Russia. Torshin's name comes up in in Law
Enforcemaent COrganized Crime circles as he 1is well known in a famous Spanish
case that shows direct linkages between Russian Organized Crime, Torshin
and the Russian Government. Torshin may have funneled Russian money to the
Naticnal Rifle Association (MRA) to use in support of Trump. An NRA
lawyer,l |found out about the money pipeline and was very
upset, but the election was over by the time she learned of it. Simpson
stated there are pictures or Torshin with Trump. Simpson provided OHR with
an article on the NRA and Torsicon. The article 1s an attachment to this
document .

(Er#eesNE) Some of Simpson's staff believe the NRA spent an abnormally
large amount of money during the election, possibly indicating Russian
involvement, but others in his company disagree.

ZEZ?@@ZEE) The New York Times story from October 3, 2016, that
downplayed the connection between Alfa Bank servers and the Trump campaig
wWas incorrect. There was communicaticon and it wasn't spam.

m

{37//0e/NF) Simpson received a bizarre tip on December 9 that the

|Simpson is not sure whether to believe this.

:§§Z$eezﬁ§§ Simpson still thinks Sergei Millian is a key figure
connecting Trump to Russia. Looking at Millian led Simpson's company to
Cohen. Simpscon would be surprised if Millian was still in the U.S5. Simpson
believes Millian is an SVR officer, however he is deducing this from

Millian's alias, not because he was teold Millian was SVR. Millian may have

overseen many financial transfers from Russia to assist the Trump campaign.

(STreesNE) Simpson asked [::::::::::]to speak to the Mother Jones

reporter as it was Simpson's Hall Mary attempt.

SEC FORN

b3 -1
L7E -1

be -3
b7c -3

be -1
b7C -1

k1 -1
b3 -1
ke -1,3
b7a -1
B7C -1,3
bH7E -2,3

bL7E - 4

FBI(18cv2107)-7
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FD»-302a (Rev. 05-08-10}

SECRE OFORN

B3 -1
bL7E -1

Continuation of FD-302 of |SLZ0eMF] Interview of Bruce Ohr ,On 12/12/2016¢ , Page 3 of 3

IR

IEZ?EC?@EE: OHR asked Simpson if he was concerned about his personal
safety. Simpson responded that he learned from his Russian investigative
reporting what they were capable of but there was no way for him to know if
they were coming after him. Simpson mentioned that scmeone called and
asked him to find out where all of the Alfa Bank stories were coming from.
Simpson did not state this was a threat from the Russians, but that was the
impression made upon OHR based upon the timing of the comment and using
that story as a response to OHR's guestion.

FBI(18cv2107)-8
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mandger.

Bruce OHR, | currently the Associate
Deputy Attorney General and Director of the Department of Justice's
OCrganized Crime and Drug Enforcement Task Force (OCDETF) was interviewed at
FBI Headquarters. After being advised of the identity of the interviewing
Agent and the nature of the interview, OHR provided the following
information:

{ }  On December 20, 2016, at 11:00 A.M. OHR provided writer with an
8GB SanDisk Cruzer Glide USB micro digital data storage drive (thumb
drive}. Glen Simpson at Fusion GPS hired QOHR's wife, Nellie Chr, to
conduct research for his firm. OHR voluntarily provided his wife's
research to the FBI. OHR provided the interviewing Agent with the thumb
drive and indicated it contained the totality of the work Nellie Ohr
conducted for Simpson, but the Fusion GPS header was stripped. WNellie Ohr
is a Russian linguist/analyst and a former Russian History professor. The
thunb drive was entered into evidence.

File 4 Date drafted  12/20/2016

mwjﬁﬁﬂnﬂ 12/20/2016 a Washington, Pistrict ©f Columbia, United States {In Person)

Wl

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBIL It is the property of the FBI and i5 loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not
to be distributed owiside your agency,
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g} :Ei;ﬁﬁgﬁﬁi Bruce OHR,| | currently the b6 -5

Assoclate Deputy Attorney General and Director of the Department of b7C -5
Justice's Organized Crime and Drug Enforcement Task Force {(OCDETF} was

interviewed at FBI Headgquarters, 935 Pennsylvania Ave., Washington, DC.

After being advised of the identity of the interviewing Special Agent and

Intelligence Analyst and the nature of the interview, OHR provided the

following information:

iU} {EZZGGiﬁEI On January 20, 2017, OHR received an e-mail from Glen Simpson
asking OHR to contact Simpson. OHR subsegquently contacted Simpson
telephonically. During the telephonic conversation, Simpson told OHR that
one ofl pas been identified and will likelwv
be publicly named by the media within the next couple of days,

When OHR asked for more information regarding | land bé -1, 4
the nature of the threat, Simpscn replied he would contact Steele for more b7C -1, 4
information and then re-contact OHR. E;D ;1' 2
3y TIs#AeeflE)]  In the early hours of January 21, 2017, OHR received a text
message from Steele which OHR did not notice until later in the morning.
Around 8:00 am on the same day, OHR received call from Steele. During this
conversation Steele relayed his concerns regarding the safety of[::::]
Declassify Qn: 20421231
SEC. FORN
Tavestigation on~ 01/23/2017 4 Washington, District Of Ceolumbia, United States (In Person)
b3 -1
be -2
2 01/25/2017
File # Date drafted B7C -2
by bTE -1

This document contains neither recommendations nor conciustons of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not
o ba distributed sutside vour agency.
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g bL7E -1
i Qgﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁi Interview of Bruce Chr 23
ContinuatiqmmisianamsJanyuary 2017 . E%é 01/23{2017 fggs 2 of 2
l“may need help quickly.”
b3 -1
be -1, 4
b7C -1, 4
b7D -1, 2
b7TE -2, 3
7S (3 B | b3 -1
' ) b6 -1, 3
b7C -1, 3
b7D -1, 2
b7E -2, 3
Ay (Sr#eesNE] Steele also told OHR that he spoke with a staff member of
Senator John McCain’s office sometime prior to October 2016. Steele had
this conversation at the request of | | since October 20186,
Steele had not spoken to anyone regarding the Trump dossier. bs -1
s b7C -1

:EZE&M%&EEi: OHR took notes during the contact with Simpson and Steele to
preserve his memory and referred to them during the interview. OHR's notes
are an attachment to this document.

SE FORN
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T :EEQ&EQEEi Bruce OHR, |currently the b6 -5

Associate Deputy Attorney General and Director of the Department of b7C -5
Justice's Organized Crime and Drug Enforcement Task Force {QOCDETF) was
interviewed at FBI Headquarters, 935 Pennsylvania Rve,.,, Washington, DC.
After being advised of the identity of the interviewing Special Agents and
the nature of the interview, OHR provided the following information:
%UJ (s F} ©On January 24, 2017, OHR received a WhatsApp notification from
Christopher Steele. On January 25, 2017, Steele contacted and spoke with
OHR via WhatsApp. | |
b3 -1
b6 -1, 4
b7c -1, 4
b7D -1, 2
bL7E -3
iUJ IEZ?BﬁiﬁEE OHR took notes during the contact with Steele to preserve his
memory and referred to them during the interview. OHR's notes are an
attachment to this document.
Investigaionon  01/25/2017 5 Washington, District Of Columbia, United States (In Person)
b3 -1
be -2
File # Datedrafie¢  01/25/2017 b7C -2
by ' LTE -1

This document contains neilher recommendalions ror conclusions of the FBI, Is the property of the FBI and is loaned 1o your agency; it and its conlents are not
i be distributed outside vour agency.
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Do not disseminate outside the FBI without the permission of the originator or program
manager.

{0

EEZ%QEiEEj Bruce OHR, I currently the b6 -5

Associate Deputy Attorney General and Director of the Department of b7C -5
Justice’s Organized Crime and Drug Enforcement Task Force (OCDETF) was

interviewed at FRBI Headquarters, 935 Pennsylvania Ave., Washington, DC.

aAfter being advised of the identity of the interviewing Special Agents and

the nature of the interview, QHR provided the feollowing information:

1iE , o :
il 352336?&?1: On January 27, 2017, OHR received a WhatsApp notification from b6 -4
Christopher Steele indicating and Steele :;g _:

would like to keep the line of communication open with OHR for future
contact. OHR replied in the affirmative.

Declassify\ On: 20421231

SEC ORN

investigationon  01/727/2017 Washington, District Of Ceolumbia, United States (In Person)

b3 -1
be -2

i 0172772017
File # Date drafied b7C -2
by b7E -1

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, 1t is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency, it and its condents are not
1o be distrnibuted outside your agency.
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iUJ IEZ?ﬁGlﬁEﬁ Bruce OHR, currently the b6 -5

Assoclate Deputy Attorney General and Director of the Department of b7cC -5
Justice's Organized Crime and Drug Enforcement Task Force (OCDETFEF) was

interviewed at FBI Headquarters, 935 Pennsylvania Ave., Washington, DC.
After being advised of the identity of the interviewing Special Agents and
the nature of the interview, OHR provided the following information:

EUE Eﬁjﬁnﬁ@ﬁ? OHR stated he had been contacted by Christopher Steele, via
Whatslpp, on January 31, 2017. On Januvary 30, 2017, the Trump
Administration fired Acting Attorney General Sally Q. Yates and Steele had
contacted OHR to determine if OHR anticipated being fired as well and, if
50, who in the Department of Justice could he continue to reach out to.
OHR added that he had previously explained to Steele at some point, his
contact with the U.S. Government would have to involve the FBI,
Interviewing agents asked OHR to ask Steele if he would be comfortable
getting the name of an FBI agent.

EngQEiEEI OHR advised Kathleen Kavalec, Deputy Assistant Secretary,

FS# Bureau of European and Burasian Affairs, U.S. Department of State would be bl -1 Per DOS
o meeting representatives in order to discuss potential Russian bé -4
influence in their upcoming Presidential elections. OHR reminded the biC -4
interviewing agents Kavalec did speak with Steele several times prior to b7D -2
the 2016 US Presidential election and believed Steele's reporting to have
generated from mainlyl l
T TSHOCANTT  OHR also advised| |an attorney representinql bl -1
e | . : : b3 -1
plained his client felf Q be -1 3
. . 1 Il 4y
$§ﬁe recently complicatTT By LNE FBlL, Who ¢ b7C -1, 3
o b7a -1
Investigationon  02/06/2017 5 Washington, District Of Celumbia, United States (In Person)
b3 -1
File # Datc draficd  02/08/2017 b6 -2
- b7Cc -2
by b7E -1

This document contains neither recomimendations nor conclusions of the FBIL It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency, it and its contents are not
(o be distributed outside your agency.
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_(ST#eeAE). Interview of Bruce Ohr 06

Continuationfoéli[%m%olf February 2017 o . E ’%’HR 02/06 2 of 2

like to 'clean things up' and felt the circumstances surrounding the 2016 b3 -1

US Presidential election had become 'too emotional.' OHR stated, as he b6 -1, 3, 4

understood it,[:::::::::]was informed of what was required during the FBI pnp7¢ -1, 3, 4

interview.

b7a -1

' b7D -1
iy MI |b7E—2,3

SEC RN
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i
0 :E;ZRKSGES: Bruce OHR, currently the bé -5

Assoclate Deputy Attorney General and Director of the Department of b7C -5
Justice’s Organized Crime and Drug Enforcement Task Force (OCDETF) was
interviewed at FBI Headquarters, 935 Pennsylvania Ave., Washington, DC.
After being advised of the identity of the interviewing Special Agents and
the nature of the interview, CHR provided the following information:
am
‘Uf (S F) OHR stated he had been contacted by Christopher Steele, via
WhatsApp and OHR responded via FaceTime on 02/11/2017.
I be -1, 4
el TSA#BEARFT Steele advised OHR that] | B7c -1, 4
| | bTD -2
| | oHR added] |
5UJ . (s Steele's company is continuing to work for bothl I
another attorney forl |
However, OHR explained Steele is beginning to worry about his
business and was preparing a| |to broker a business
relationship with the FBI. Steele advised OHR, 'You may see me re-emerge pg -1, 3, 4
in a couple of weeks.' b7c -1, 3, 4
‘:Ull b?A _1
i {$ )}  OHR responded he had vet to ask Steele if he would like to b7E -2, 3
be provided with an FBI contact.
m G;z&%&ﬁgg} OHR alsoc advised was doing fine, but were
"' still a bit "freaked out." However, 1t seemed to Steele that things were
calming down and he was pleased about a recent CHNN article that stated U.S.
aeclassify On:
SEC. ORN
Tnvestigationon  02/14/2017 4 Washington, District Of Columbia, United States (In Person)
b3 -1
bs -2
File # Date drafied 02/15/2017 b7C -2
by b7E -1

This docunien ¢oniains nejther recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and 15 loaned to your agency, il and it contents are nod
to be distributed outside your agency.
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Datc of eniry 05/10/2017

]

and SSA |
lcurrently the

(ST7oe7RE] on 5/8/2017, S

interviewed BRUCE OHR, |
Associlate Deputy Attorney General and Director of the Department of
Justice's Organized Crime and Drug Enforcement Task Force (OCDETF) at FBI
Field Office, €01 4th Street, Washington, DC. After being

the identity of the interviewing agents and the nature of the

Washington
advised of

interview, OHR provided the following informaticn:
NN (S F} OHR and STEELE communicated via text message in Whatsdpp and
' arranged a call for 5/3/2017 at 8:00 AM. STEELE told OHR that business
was good.

STEELE had been worried about Director Comey's upcoming
especially his response to questions that would be
STEELE was specifically concerned

o Seemn
testimony to congress,
raised by Representative Grassley.

about anything Director Comey would say
[:::::::]STEELE was happy with Director Comey's response.

im {EZZEGiEE; In a previous conversation, STEELE had expressed concern for

i (EZ¥BC¥ﬁE1 STEELE informed OHR that the disclosure laws in the UK were
' more narrow than in the United States and therefore limited his ability to

testify before Congress. STEELE cited specifically that he was restricted

from
1 {EZjﬁcfﬁgjl land had been on the staff
of the| | At the time of the interview,l I

was working with the

Washington, District Of Columbia, United States (In

05/08/2017 at Person)

{nvestigation on

File # Datc drafted  05/08/2017

by

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBIL It s the property of the FBI and 15 loaned te your agency; it and its contents are not
to be distribuicd outside your agency.

b6 -2
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. b3 -1
i , b7E -1
@Zﬁ:@@;ﬁ@ Interview of Bruce Chr 8 May 05/08

Continuation of FI-302 of 2017 LOn /2017 , Page 2 of 2
i M GLENN SIMPSON of FUSION-GPS andl lwould be visiting STEELE
- soon and were in the process of "lawyering up® (NFI).

ke -1

T JONATHAN WINER ingi B7e

g was bringing over a letter separately (NFI).
i EgZﬁQGéﬁEI:STEELE was interested in working with the FBI and had

additional information if the FBI was interested.

SECRE OFORN
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SEC FORN

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Date of eatry 05/12/2017

{ ¥} on 5/12/2017, sal| and S$SA |
-5

interviewed BRUCE OHR, | [ currently the P& -2,
Associate Deputy Attorney General and Director of the Department of bic -2, -5

Justice's Organized Crime and Drug Enforcement Task Force (OCDETF) at FBI
Washington Field Office, 601 4th Street, Washington, DC. After being
advised of the identity of the interviewing agents and the nature of the
interview, OHR provided the following information:

STEELE sent CHR a text message in WhatsApp some time around
Tuesday and they set up a call via WhatsApp for Wednesday 2:00 PM EST.

Over the course of their telephone call, STEELE informed CHR
that he had received a letter from the Senate Intelligence Committee
{SIC). The letter requested answers to the following guestions:

1. Had STEELE provided information to the US Government?
2. What was the scope of STEELE's investigation?
3. Did STEELE have any additional information to provide?

{S F) STEELE mentioned that SIC was considering sending staffers to
the UK.
be -2

SrreesNE)[  |requested that OHR ask STEELE if he would be willing P7¢ -2

to have a conversation with FBI agents in the UK. OHR agreed to pass

along the message.

Investigation an

Washington, District Of Ceolumbia, United States (In
05/12/2017 a Person)

Fi

b3 -1
Date drafied  05/12/2017 bE -2

by

bIC -2
b7E -1

This document contains ncither recommendalions nor conclusions of the FBU {t is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its conients are not

o he distributed outside vour agency.
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SEC FORN

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Date of entry 05/16/2017 b6 -2. -5

T TarreersiF] on 5/15/2017._sa ang ssa

interviewed BRUCE OHR, currently the
Associate Deputy Attorney General and Director of the Department of
Justice'’s Organized Crime and Drug Enforcement Task Force {(OCDETF) at FBI
Washington Field Office, 601 4th Street, Washington, DC. After being
advised of the identity of the interviewing agents and the nature of the
interview, OHR provided the following information:

1 M CHRTISTOPHER STEELE sent OHR a text message in WhatsApp on or
around Friday, 5/12/2017. The two set up a call via WhatsApp for Saturday
at 9:00 AM EST.

- { ) Per FBI's previous reguest, OHR asked STEELE if he would be bt -1
ﬁUJ willing to meet with FBI agents. STEELE responded that the answer was an b7Cc -1
immediate ves but that he would need to check withl
| | OHR was clear that this would be nothing more
than a conversation with the FBI and STEELE said that would be alright.

i1 (3r#8e7Nf) STEELE informed OHR that he had informaticon regarding a
' conversation betweenl

m {5 } STEELE contacted OHR via Whatsapp at 9:45 AM on Monday, 5/15
L /2017. STEELE said thatl Iwere both ok  pe -1, 2
with him talking to the FBIT. b7Cc -1, 2

11 :IEZ?UEiﬁEE SSA[:::::]told OHR that he would communicate with headquarters

! regarding FBI agents meeting with STEELE and let him know when he received

a response.

Derived From:
Security Inf

Washington, District Of Columbia, United States {In 1];2 _;

Investigalion o0 05/15/2017 a2 Person)
I b7Cc -2

File # Dot drafted 05/15/2017 b7E -1

by

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL [ is the propenty of the FBI and is leaned te your agency; it and its contents are ot

to be distributed ouviside your apency,
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Why has the NRA been cozying up
to Russia?

. -

it

Fod

Throughout the 2016 presidentinl campaign, there was a steady

streatn of stovies pablished about Domald Trump, his second
campaign manager, his supporters at Wikileaks, and the ties they
appeared to have to Russian President Viadimir Putin and the
Russian Federation. Raporting also highlighted that, more than any
other national organization, the Nationat Ritle Association (NRA)

went adl-in to elect Trump,

FBKAH2107)-22
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Why has the NRA been conying up to Russia? Page 2o 13
: Obtained by Judicial Watch, Inc. via FOIA

Bul v attention was given to the ties bebween the NRA, 2 Russian
gun-righis group run by a benty-something gun activist namad
Marla Butipa, and her elose friend and besg, the deputy governor of

the Russian conitral bank, Alexander Torshin,

Why does an American gun group thot promotes g rights as o
defense againgt tyranny abign lself with a group with close ties to an
authoritarian regime? Why would Putin albes buikd a grassroots non-
profit to loosen Russia's gun laws, vather than just enact them?
Faperts who spoke to ThinkProgress say they arve not sure, bal they
disrussed whether the whole rangement is g cover for a larger

effort to undernine American sanctions aganest Russia,

A meeting in Moscow

O December 11, 2018, in the deplhs of a biting Moscow winter, The
Right 1o Bear Arms hosted o delegation from its Amerioan
courterpart, the NRA. David Keene, an NRA board member ind
formier nutionad president of the organtzation, flew to Russia to
attend the evenl. Also at that meeting were NRa First Vice Prostdent
Pete Brownell, CEG of the world's Targest fircarm accessories
supphor; NRA funder Dro Arnold Goldschiager and his daughter,
NRA Women's Leadurship Forum executive commitiee member
Hilary Goldschalger: and Quidoor Lifi chanmel hend Jim Liberatore.
Perhaps the most famous guest at the gathering, trading his
custorvary uniform for a black leather vest over a button-down shivt,
wits Milwaukee County Shertff and Fox News regular David A

Ularke.

hitpsiithinkprogress. orginrg-and-russian-cousin- 181607440240 1 FBK18w2107)-23
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Clarke said fittle publicly about the event. Two weeks carlier, his
officg put out a vague press release noting that he would “travel wo
the Middle East and Asta beginning Noveraber 28, 20:5 und
returning Decembuer 13, 2015,7 including that he'd “receive briefings

on issues facing those regions and visit historie sites.”

Bui the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel's Dantel Biee noticed that
Clarke's danuary 2016 ethies disclosure filing shed some light on the
trip, Part one was $20,155 trip to Israel, paid for by the NRA Ring of
Freedor. During his week-plug of travel there, b did @ romote
nterviow from Jerasatem for Fox Business Network, The remaining
days wire spent in Russta, Hig airfare to Moscow and visas, totaling
$12,785.10, wore paid for by Brownell; his $6000 worth of meals,
hoted, transportation, and excursions were provided by the “All-

Russia Publie Organization "Thi: Right to Bear Arms.”

Clarke's office declined to relense any recowds fo Bice about the tnp,
the reporter wrote, "saving it was persoral - not official - travel,
even though personal trips (ak.a. vacations} are not supposed to be

Hstod on the ethies form.”

At that eemfirenee, sccording 1o a post on the Right to Bear Army’

Facehonk page, in addition to groop’s chairmuan and feunder Maria

bitps:Ahinkprogress.org/nra-and-russian -cousin- 607440240 1 oFBI{IBev2107)-24
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Butina, a welcontug speech was delivered by honorary member of

The Right to Bear Arms Alexander Torshin,

The Godfather and the Godmother?

Maria Butina grew up in Altai, a mountainous area in southern
Siberia, ot moved to Moscow when she was 22, Almast overnight,
she gaining notice as the foundoer and chair of Russia's gun-rights
movermneut. Reportedly a strong supporter of Patin and his United

Russia Party, she helped start The Right to Bear Arms abaut five
. o

vears ago as a nor-profit organization. The group, she vowed, would

not he a front for "any hloody lobby” and would be funded through
dues frorm muembers, *1 persomally have a furniture and household

appliances business,” she told Ruossian newspaper boestia

“Prople who give us mamey for work, they are usond gun owners

because to have a gun in Russia is very expensive, So these people,
they have money and they give us money,” Buling exploved ina

2014 hterview with Townhall’s Katie Paviich, "We have no money
fromn government, not one cotu from govermment,” The group now

elaitns 10,000 members,

Theugh Russia’s constitution dees not contain Second Amendment-
Hke gun rights, her rhetorie s ramarkably similav to the NRAs.
“Move legad guns equal less erime,” she told the Moseos Times thos

viar, "1 a country bans guus, enly erininals have seeess o them.”

httpseAhinkpropress.org/ora-and-russivu-cousin- 1 8607d40240
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After the Sandy Hook mass shooting in 2012, her group eriticiznd
gun-free school zoves as meffective prohibitionist policies, “Tn this
shaoting six teachers died, six people who eould Hrerally vse only
their lumds to defend children.., The murderer plianned tas knowing
that no one woukd be armed,” she told Radie Free Burope/ Radio
Laberty, “What ts the vight to life, ingrained 1n our constitution, if you
dfon’t have the right to bear arms? If a person wishes to defend

himself, be hos no means for protection.”

Maria Butina, Chairman of the Russian wrga...

Like the NRA, Buting tends to dismiss the connection hobween guns
and death, inchading soicides, “People onlivee take facts from my
hlog, turn them upstde and scream “Just look ar thus! [n the States,
20,000 peaple die froas fivcarms every year! How awid! But so
what?” she told the New Republic in 2oz, “Switveriand has the rooest
sutcides using a gun, and vet, Switzerland has the least nurmber of
total suieides. Moreover, a gun bs the most bamane weapon for

xiricitde compared to all the other methods that exist.”

The same article noted that, carly on, Butina “gained a powerful
ally " Alevander Torshin, who s an NRA Life Member, a “high-
ranking member” of Putin’s United Russia and, at the time, the fivst

depuly speaker of the Russian senate,

The NRA ook note when Torshin authored an susuceessfol bill that
viar that would bave sifowed poablic use of firearms. When he
presented the bill to his colleagues, davs after the Aurora, Colorado,

movie thealer shooting that feft o dozen dead, his colleagues were

hupsAthinkprogress orgdnra-md-russian-cousin- 181607440240 1 FBRABw2107)-26
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ot sobd. They feared Russiavs, too, would all shoot exch other. "How
ean you have so Htthe trust e yourself, for your people,” he asked
thewm. Inzorg, howover, Putin’s covernment did change the law to
atow feensed gun owners Lo cry weapons i pablic for self-

defurnse.

After voars serving in the upper house of parlimnent, in 2018 he was
appointed deputy governor for Russia’s contral bank, Boting was

appoeinted “special assistant” fo Torshin at the bank.

Their close relationship is gvident in their work and social nedia
presence. o 2014, she pradsed him as o “great gun lover” who
supporis bothc The Right to Bear Arms group and the NRA, Last
mottth, Torshin tweeted a photo of her lwlding u baby, calling har

“the godmother” of the cigld,
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Torshiralso has been calted "the godfuther.” While he's only
admitted to having been a godfather in the religious sense, Spanish
mvestigators claimed in wn August report that the *Russian politician
Alexander Porfirievich Torshin stands above {un alleged figure in the
Moscow-bhased Taganskava crime syndicatae], who ealls him
wodfather or hoss™ and conducted on his behalf “activities and
investments.” Torshin devged the allegation, telling Bloomberg "P'm

a public individual and P'm not hiding anywhere.”

Torshin todd the New Republic's Julin Toffe in o1z that he adimirves
the NRA because it reprosents “stability’—the eredo of Putin's

L a
reigh,

The Keene connection

1o May of 2oy, Torshin traveded to the NRA comvention in Houston,
Maorths fater, he wrote aboul it in an Washington Times OP/ED
about the passing of Mikhail Kalashnikov (the inventor of the AK-
475 TLast year, T had the pleasure of attending the Nationad Rifle
Association’s annual meeting 111 Houston,” he reeounted.
“Kalashnikov poutdn’t join me, though w bave both heen life
mernbers” of the NRA for years, At 03, bis heudth was even thon
hoginning to fatl, but 1 thought of him as | toured the exhibit ares
where T eaw dorens of A7 cones.” The opinens editor for the

paper is the NRA' David Keeng.

in between, Keene traveled to Rusaia for a fall 2013 gun conference,
hosted by The Right to Bear Arms. Butina's online advertisements
for the event speeifically highlighted his participation, calling him
“the former president of the fegendary NRA” She ahmired the event,
Torshin attended, and Keene spoke. Keene posted a picture of his
visit with Torshin on his personal sebsite and shared it on Facebook,
Waeeks after the conference, Butina explained in a LiveJournad post

that just because a foreign eftizen is an NRA member, that does not

necessarily mean they are aspy.

Tin April of 2014, Boling treveled 1o the NRA's annual meeting in
Indianapolis. She was giventhe “rare privilege” of vinging the
organization’s replica of the Liberty Bell and presented a plaque to

NRA Prosident Jim Portor, She attended o women's luncheon as the

1FBI8w2107)-28
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gucst of former NRA Prosident Sandy Froman and participated in

the goners mecting as Keene's speclad guest,

N S
N
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Betina Blogged about hor trip, noting that she was invited to speak at
the exclusive Ring of Freedom dinner with “the patrons who
dorated” more than §1 million to the NRA, Bolore leaving the
country, she stopped by the organization's nativnal headquarters in
Fairfax, Virginia, aud posed for u pieture with Keene.

Butina returnod the following April for the annual convention in
Nashville. She marveled about winping a neckiace and earrings at
the silent auetion, attending the women-only NRA women’s fonun,
andd about the lack of democeracy in dedisiou-making. “In spite of all
democracy, foreigners, even if the members of the NRA, can not vote
{or the adoption of decisions,” she ohserved, poting that ot The Right
10 Bear Arms, “we maintain divect democratie elections. Inmy
opinion, as the founder of the organization it is more fatr to the

citivens.”

hipsSthinkprogress org/mra-and-russian-cousin- 1 160 7d40240
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Torshin attended the May 2016 convention in Louisville, Kemaeky,
raceting with Trianp and even sharing a table with Donald Tramp Jr,

at ane af e dinners,

The Right to Bear Arms has a ways to go before they cau develop the

outsized level of influence y American counteorport enjovs. But in
2014, sneeessiiiy convhnced the Russian parliionent to pass a
castle doctrine bill, Buting has talked a great deal about brivging the
NRA's suceesstol programs, like the group's Eddie Bagle curriculom

for kdds, by Russti,

A hidden purpose?

Buting’s interests appear 1o go bevord just guns, She frequently
writes abont hey opposition 1o economic sanctions hy the west,
including those on Russian arms, In a 2015 article for The National
Interest, she wrote, “1t may take the election of a Republican to the
White House in 2016 to improve relitions between the Russian

Federation and the United Stales.”

Not fong after Butina's 2014 visit, the NRA put out a little-noticed
statemoent eviticizing the Obana administration's sanetions against
Russia. Neting that the crackdown ineluded Russia's arms
manufacturer, they wrote: “While the United States government
blamoes the Ukrainian contlies for this ltest move, gun control
actvocates will o doubt appland the ban on importation of scine of

thi very types of firearms at the center of recent domestic atfempts

httpss ik progress.org/ara-and-russian-cousin-1 81607440240 1 FBI(48av2107)-30
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o han so-catlod ‘assalt weapons.™ Weeks later, The Right to Bear
Arms avnnoueed i wold soon host another NRA representative 1o

Moseow, "Hic member” Paul Erickson, for an “open mesting,”

b 2oy, Buting traveled around country following Republican
presidential candidates. She attended Gov, Scott Walker's (R-W1)
antmuncenwnt spreech in Waukesha, Wisconsin, As an sudience
member # Trump cantpaign evend in Las Vegas, she asked the
candidate about sanctions und his commitment to HR them if

elected,

Josh Horwilz, executive directoy of the Coalitton to Stop Guan
Viclenee, tolid ThinkProgress that U.S-Rassian econonic tes, rather
{han gun rights, counld be the reud aim of The Right to Bear Arvos, 1
think the important thing is ali those involved with this are dose
with Puting I Putin wanted more guns in Russia, he doesn't need to

develop an NRA I Russticdo push hing,” he obhserved,

“What are the NRA officials doing cavorting sround with people close

to Putin® The NRA savs they're the naton’s oldest eivil rights group,
Feondd see them baing io line with dissidints in Russia, whe are out
of power, diseriminated aganst, and subjugated by the Russian
goverrnent,” he continued, "But the idea that the NRA s ranning
aroimd with someone who is basically a dietator—the question is
why, The people he's running swound with are @it about removing
sabetions on drifling and other things, | think this i more about
getting out to the American Right the views about Hiting the

sanctions than anything about gun vights.”

Josh Sugarmans, executive divector of the Vielence Policy Conter,
added that the sanctions could be of key interest to the NRa's
firamcial backers as well, “The NRA {s a gun industry trade
association masqguerieding as o shooting sports foundation,” he
ohserved, “The organtzation hax received tens of mithions of doliars
in gun industry finaneial support frevo around the globe and bas
partnered with gunmakers on & wide vange of marketing effovts. The
NRA's reasorirg in working 1o establish a Russtan beachhead coald
pange from working to end Obama Administration sanctioms that

Ban the import of Russtan-made AK-47s and assault shotguns o

ddinkprogress.org/ava-and-rasstan-coasin- 181007440244
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hoping for new finaucial donors as the resudl of o loosening of the

comntry’s gun laws,”

Buling fold ThinkProgress in av ematl thal therve are no fpanciad

ponnctions bebwieen the American and Russian groups, “The Right
o Bear Arms and vour Ameriean NRA are completely separate
arganizations, We have no political or finandal ties of any kind,” she
wrote, adding that they are "Hierally ‘comrades ivarms” i a shared
hediof that a right to own o fivcann makes people safer,”

“Umy rorry o dispppoint you,” she wrote, "hut there is no oriadional
conspiracy at work sareounding the orgapization | lounded, "he
Right to Bear Arms.”™ 8he added that her group’s pavments for
Shertff Clarke’s visit and others i the NRA delogation were
“something any decent bost woudd do when feiends visit,” but did not
respond to guestions about whether other American politicians had

adsie beers brought to Moscow af the group’s experse.

The Nattonal Rifle Association sud Torshin did not vespond ta

ThinkProgress inguirvies about thadr relationship,

N with Trionp and Putin agreeing to normalize relations in the
poming vear, expect the alvcady elase relations between Trinap's
friernds ot the NRA and Potin's friends of The Right to Bear Amas to
he closer st Perhaps i will become evident just what these two

wroups are restly up o

bpsfahink progress.org/nra-and-russtan-cousin. {8 IHH7d40240 1 EBIE8ew2107)-32
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