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Peaches for Father Francis
Joanne Harris. Viking, $26.95 (459p) ISBN 978-0-670-
02636-4

Harris returns to the setting and heroine that will be
familiar to readers of her bestselling Chocolat series.
Vianne Rocher is summoned back to the village of
Lansquenet by a friend who is seeking to smooth ten-
sions between the Christian community and new Muslim
immigrants, bringing Vianne face to face with nemesis
Fr. Francis Reynaud, the target of much of the immi-
grants’ resentment. As Vianne spends time in the village,
she becomes fascinated by Inés Bencharki, who,
beneath her veil, is a flashpoint for discord between the
communities. The mare that Vianne investigates, the
more puzzling seem the events happening in the village.
And when people start dying, tensions sear, meaning it
will take a miracle, or perhaps just an enchanted choco-
latier, to save the town (again). Readers familiar with the
Rochers will welcome the newest installment of their
story, particularly as it addresses contemporary prob-
lems in a familiar setting. While new readers may be
surprised by incongruous glimpses of magic, they will
appreciate this sensitively told tale. Agent: Peter
Robinson, RCW Literary. (Oct.}
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22 30 Indie Sleepers for Fall

Titles from independent and university presses are “the heart of a
bookstore,” according to City Lights’ Paul Yamazaki. Judith Rosen
canvasses booksellers about the titles they are looking forward to
selling this coming season.

34 Life with E-books

Stiil in the midst of tense talks with publishers over e-book lending,
librarians are talking among themselves about the role of libraries
and taking the e-book issue into their own hands.

42 Noir Cool from L.A.

A talk with Gary Phillips, whose mysteries are set in South Central
L.A. and L.A.'s desert suburbs. “My activism has informed my fic-
tion,” he tells PW’s Wendy Werris.

14 BAM Gets Settled

The #2 chain adapts to its new environs in New England.

§1-516 Religion Update: On Family
Our quarterly focus on religion publishing looks at books on parent-

ing, as well as marriage, and how Christian publishers are approach-
ing the teen market. Plus: author profiles and book reviews.
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6 B&N Banks on Content

in his conference call on first-quarter results, CEO William Lynch
says the book chain’s profits will rest on content, not devices.

7 The Weekly Scorecard

Fueled by Borders's liquidation sales, unit sales reached their high-
est point yet last summer in the week ending August 21, 2011. As
a result, total unit sales for the week ended August 19, 2012, feil
25% by comparison at outlets tracked by Nielsen BookScan.

7 Livrada Offers E-book Gift Cards

A Southern California startup hops into the lucrative gift card market
with a physical card that redeems a digital book.

9 Tech Info on Demand
The Web-based AnswerQi answers technology questions in real time
as well as in its archives.

11 AAA Shifts Gears

The venerable map and travel publisher ts focusing on digital
products for smartphone and tablets, while maintaining its print
{itles.

twitter.com/PublishersWkly ' n facebook.com/pubweekly

4 PUBLISHERS WEEKLY ® AUGUST 27, 2012




