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b’Erotz I s ra e l  ,
(Broadcast, I I 'A p r i l ,  1948)

i  F r id a y  night you heard-the o f f i c i a l  rep o rt o f  the "Hagaaah0 Command concerning •
the capture o f  the Haste).. But you heard not a  th ing  concerning the capture o f  th e  v illa g e  
o f  D ir-Y aasin, You did  not hoar o f the b a t t l e  which developed wherein, for.•the f i r s t  t 

, t in e , ‘ s o ld ie r n  o f  the Irgun Zvai Leumi, the F ig h te rs  fo r  the Freedom of I s r a e l ,  and the.* 
Palmdch p a r t ic ip a te d . There seems to he no end to  the greed o f saall*<iin4od men whose 
jo b  i t  i s  to w rite  th e -" o ff ic ia l"  communiques. But th a t greed canndt oraeO fa c ts ,  f a c ts  
which wore w r i t te n  in- b lood  and otampod w ith fconquoet and victory**.

Wo broadcast horowith the conten ts p f ’ two 'communique's which roachod uo by rad io
V fron  the •Jerusalem headquarters o f the' I rg ta  Zvai" Be un i.< , , V %- w  > * , * \ •* + ■ • - - - r • • • '

COMMUĤ QUS No. l  — 9 .A pril, *1948. U l5 0  a.m.

• , Our combat u n i ts ,  together w ith u n i ts  o f the Fightsbo fo r  the Freedom o f  Isra e l*
th « j  morning a ttacked  and captured the  Arab v i l la g e  o f  Dlr**Yae&in, west o f  Jorusalom* Dir** 
Yassin has nerved a s  a  base fo r  a  powerful hand o f r io t e r s  and th e ir  sn ipers d isru p ted  
communications between the Hebrew q u a r te rs .in  the  western p o r t  o f town* According to  
re p o r ts  which reached u s, I ra q i arid. Syrian troops had a rr iv e d  In the v illa g e  and th d ir  
tadc  was to  a tta c k  the Hebrew quarters# * .-v .* \

* ■- '■'*•/,*At tyo in  the morning our so ld ie rs  s e t  ou t in  four columns in  the d lro c tlo n  o f  
DixwYaosin. A fte r tha u n i ts  had a rr iv ed  a t  p re-arrsngod  p o in ts , the signal to  a tta c k  was 
given  a t  4:30 a*m* Despite the incessant f i r e  d ire c te d  against them by the  .enemy, who 
was w e ll ontranched, our u n i ts  advanced in  m il i ta ry  o rder, stormed and succeeded-la , -
cap tu ring  moot o f the  enemy strongholds* A fte r  the  women and ch ild ren  bad boon.cleared 
ou t th e  strongholds were blown-up and ten s  o f  the enemy* e men were buried  under the  debris* 
While the  a tta c k  was In  p rogress a  loudspeaker warned the women and ch ild ren  to  seek sh e lte r  
on “the mountain elopes. -. Many saved th e i r  l iv e s  th a t  way. . f .»/

The b a t t l e  i s  continuing, *. .«■ Two o f  our armoured 'cars which edvancod in to  the  
v illa g e  wore fo rced  to  a  s ta n d s t i l l  by a  tren ch  1 1 /3  m eters deep* An engineering u n i t  
o f euro succeeded^, deep its  thq.heavy f i r e  d ire c te d  ag a in s t i t ,  in  f i l l i n g  up the trench*
I n 'th e  ensuing fac e -to -fa c e  b a t t le  our s o ld ie rs  succeeded in  capturing house a f t e r  house \  
arid took p ossession  o f  the  e n tiro  v i l la g e . The remnants o f the  gangs which oseeped in  
pan ic  entrenched themselves in  a  house a  sm all d istance  away f r o n t  ho v illa g e  end on tho 
.ro^d to  the ' Hast el-. In the. meantime, heavy Arab reinforcem ents a rr iv ed . From A in -ia ren y  

I th e re  a rriv o d  a  gang which^ook up i t s  p o s it io n  on e  mountain ledge, cppo'sito Tel*$off, 
x and opened f i r e  w ith l^a^y,m achine-guns. While the f i r in g  was in  progress, two u n i ts  o f 
.th e  Falnnch,. f u l ly  armed, Joined our men I n  b a tt le *  . 1 repea t — a t  tho  en tranceJtQ ' * 
rBlr-Yaooln u n i ts  o f the Falmoch Joined the u n i ts  o f  the Irgun Zvai'Lcumi and tho F ig h te rs  
fo r  the Froodom o f  I s r a e l  and fought shoulder to . shoulder aga in st tho qomnon foe.

During the course p f  the e n tire  b a t t l e  o rd erly  communications wore maintainod 
betwbon th ^  baco ahd the u n i ts  in  the  f ro n t. ; Bolnforcomonts in  men, ammunition- and food 
are  boing sent* Our loesbs thus  f a r  are''two dead, th reo  seriously  wounded and severa l 
s l ig h t ly  in jured* Tho eneiryr e lo sses , .according to  a  m ild estimate,* amount to  te n s  o f  
dead* An armoured ambulance o f  the Hagen David Adorn en tered  the lin e  o f f i ro  and 
removed the in jured^ Our /so ld ie rs  took p r iso n e rs  who,have been brought bhek to  tho bass*

• ; Tho'above-cOOTruniquo was received a t  11:50 o.m. and was, qigned by the Jerusalem
command o f  -the>Irgun and the IF I , ...A ■ * , ; . • . '*

At l9 f00  d^efc^k tb a t  ss^o-evening a  second obmounique was robeivod from* 
Jerusalem ;- A. .V - * 1. * . A V. v- ■ : .. • *

t  ,- , The v i l la g e  o f  BijS-YaSsin has been com pletely cap tu red  and i o  in  our hands* Our 
c a s u a l t ie s  ore fo u r dead,' four seriously  wounded aijd. tw enty-eight S lig h tly  injured* Up 
to  now wo have counted two hundred and fo rty  Arab oead* The b a t t le ,  continues tho 
comttruhjLque, vug a  houee—to—house c a t t le .  We took ’‘p riso n e rs , * We have undertaken tp  
ho ld  the v i l la g e  f o r  48 hours a f te r  which we s h a ll  (fe linqu i sH i t  to  tho tin£anoh*

• , . V ' ■ -.V A •• ••• \  ■> . , \  ,  r  - * . /  * -



You havo read-the ** strong words o f denunciation11 .u tte red  by the Jerusalem  •'.* 
"HeganahJ* Commander in  connection, w ith the capture o f Dir-Yassin* You havs heard i t  
proclaim ed th a t th is  a ttack  was e n t i r e ly  lack ing  in  m ilita ry  value; th a t  th is  a tta c k  
was in  con trad ic tion  to the general p lan  fo r  the defence of Jerusalem ; th a t  t h i s  ac tlen . 
was d ire c te d  against a  ^peaceful village*1 which Bhould novor have been tUtackod* ^JL ll 
those th in g s  were said  by the HHaganahn Commander and n Hagan oh spoke smen^. n i t  o r Inlrr* 
Yassin was captured, a f t e r  one o f  tho most d i f f ic u l t ,  most hazardous and m oet^Is^ortant 
o f a l l  a c tio n s  in  the b a tt le  to  free  Jerusalem  from tho B ritish-A rab  seigo, had been 
executed* ■ , .. < • .* * \ V;H' _ • ..

How, c i t iz e n  o f the Hebrew homeland, l i s t e n  w ell and hoar what th a t  sane Jerusalem 
Commander o f the Hag an ah had to  say concerning tho p lan  to  cepture Dir-Ypdein before t h i s  
p lan  was p u t in to  ac tion . L is ten  and note what was w ritten  by th a t  came Hagonah Commander 
t -' our Jerusalem  Commander* L is ten  and yoU w il l  see the  re p e tit io n  o f tho King David 
c p i s ^ e ,  w ith  ce rta in  changes o f  couroo, but w ith the same ly ing , cowardice and didgueting 
hypocrisy which was so c h a ra c te r is t ic  o f th a t  w011«-known a f f a i r .  ;V’ .

L isten ! You a re  about t o  hear a  l e t t e r  which the Haganah Commander'in Jerusalem  
dispatchod to tho Jerusalem Commander o f  the  Irguh Zvai Leumi on A pril .7, 19481 >v-'V. \

To Y -— from i . o , t : the Haganah, Jerusalem. DistrictCom manderi

I >wI t  has come to  my knowledge th a t  you a re  preparin g an a t t a ck on D ir Yass in . I  ..;-;vvvy
|^ u ld _ c a ^ ~ y o u r" a t tc ^ lon t o t h e fa c t  th a t the  ciptuxo and occupation c f  Di r  Yaoeln  i e  ft 
[d irec t l in k  in  our general p la n * I  have no oS^c tT o n "£o y our oxocutroft of  *tTIe p l an’V. ' ■
[provIdid~you~can~Eol3,*rtHo'“v lIlag o »_ I f  you aru^unablo'To^do so f  would  waxnyou against
[blowlng~up t ho vllla g o  since I t  w ill~brlng  ln7lto~wako**tKo ~de s e r l lo n o-f t£e~ v ll lage^5y •
l i t  c_ ̂ nhab i t  ant o and~lt a"~occupatiop by fo re i  gn_ Yo re  es  I h l  s _w ill mako t h ings more d i f  f ic u l t
and a  eocond capture  o f  tho v l l la g o w i l l  p acesc ita to  heavy c a e u a ltle ia on our partZ  ^

IA_nothor_fact I  would~point~ou€~to_you__is tH at ehould 'tho v illa g e  Secomo occupie d  by - v.
|fo re ign 'fo rces** it^w ili dlsrup? our~pIan~Io., T^'and tHenTfoXIows,'what"iPor'eocurfl y reasons
i?o"cannot"3focloior“‘f . "*“ •”*’.• ; . -yi

This thon i s  tho l o t t e r  w r itte n  by  the Haganah Commander on 7 A p ril, 1948.

► Havo you hoard woll? You w il l  probably say? Unbelievable I „ wo too  have not y p ti  . 
been able to fathom: the hypocrisy which surrounds t h i s  d isg racefu l code* Jut* th is  
hypocrisy  i  s a  fact*V :The::Haganah Comaudpr em phatically declare d o n  . 7v' A p r t i ; 1̂ '. i s  ids-'- 
in te n tio n ; to c a p tu re  D ir Y assin  ̂ in e b  i t  i s  o f •importance to jM s  genera l . p l o f i ^
D ir Yassin i  a cap tu rsd  by.: so ld ie rs  o f  the Iirgun; and Y3?I • atoased and cap tured  a t  ^
p rec ious ooat -— th is  same nHaganahn Commander says that" t h i s  a tta c k  was o f  n o 'm i l i t a r y ; r . 
va lue  and was;,carried outronly  to s a t is fy  the propaganda needs* o f  the  "d io d d o n te 0* , .
The. “Haganah^;Commander asks' th a t  th e  v i l la g e  , houses not bovbibwn since; th a t  might . ,. ^ ; 
b rin g  on the occupation o f the;:- ru le s '’ b y ;nforeign ' ;forceis**; : J '• but • th en  o u r .:soliUc^s-.'ritfc;/'rg|||£; 
th o i r  lives,- deep ite  the  heavy f i i e  d iro c te d  aga in st’ ;thera; frorf.-evory. house and every* ,-vhK^v * 
quarter,; and capture and hold^ on to  the v i l la g e  in  ordbr ,;to ,’tuxii ■ it;;over:tdV thov^
^8 requested  rid . as promised ~-» the' wHaganah>* Comraandor showers re c r in ln a tjo h e  and ^ s ^ t j a
on tho conquerors who turned oyer to  hiia tho requirod  hasp without tho nHegaanh
oven one casualty* . ’The oHeganah* ;fea re d  th a t  a 'oecond c eptti.ro o f . th,o v illc^q♦w otfS T noJ^^
o i ta te  nora  non and more casual t i e  & ; But th e  f  bar was groundless* . Thero was no{n^ed i ;
f o r  a  second capture* The so ld io rs  o f the ' Irgun and 171 did. no t allow  " fo rp ig i  fb rces0 ' ;
to  occupy t^c v illa g e ;  the, s o ld ie rs  o f  the Irgun and F3TI. he ld  on to  i t  u n t i l
**H©ganahn men came and took up th o ir  jpostp therein^.enroh‘' ^ :tl« ir"O om i^d!pr;h io4\^
"And i t  was not 'only to D ir Yassin th a t  th e . **HagahaW1 en tered  a f t e r  V-o had c lea red  i t  o f  the 
enemy*; ';.' I t  appoaro th a t  K4lohya toq..wao occupiod by the "Haganah^ a f t e r  i t  \*as dfieertod***r» 
end i t  was doaortod as a 3T roct~ rosult o f t ho a tta ck  on D ir Yassin * I t  i e  pocsib lo  " ‘ fv
th a t in  a fow 'dnyo tho "Haganah** w il l  occupy~£ort~ScB6a whiph too has bf»on dooerted by \  ' V 
i t  a ijihab iton ta  an a d iro c t. rotrult o f  tho at>wd^~on~5Ir Yassin*, I t  i s  p o a d b lo  th a t . > 
tomorrow the nH qgw ^tT~w dlI~occupyl^^cjRa''yCTch'^3^iic days'ago was lo f t ,  by i t s  v l l la g e ro  .. 
ao a d iro c t j o y l t  of the a t t ack o n 'l^ 'Y a s tv Ij^ A h e  Mme Kalcha which Qervo‘d ‘ae  a  
P y ^ l ^ E S ^ l d y i o r  k t tacks oyV^ri'gandg against Khaanph; which



th rea tened  Salt-Vcgnn; Hnlcha which vaa a  connecting  l in k  between j&n-^Kareu end Bolt-* ; ‘ 
Saffafa; Kalcha whose evacuation d isconnects JLin-Xaren, the o o s t dangerous o f  Arab 
se ttlem en ts la  which tends have entrenched thenselves. I t  i s  p o ss ib le  th a t  toaorrow the 
"Haganah0 w ill  en te r Kalcha and boast th a t  I t  io  I tp .  genious th a t  changed the look o f 
. th in g 8 in  te se ig o d ; J e x u s a l« i  •*'/ But th e  truth'* I e  t t e t  Solonya* BeitrrJhosrt*'. Halcfca  and: 
whole s tr in g  o f  . t e b  t i l l a g e s  asjt^hxah l^ .ba i^e  iter/

. the, cause o f ruch  danger to  ou r J e r u i^ e a  ^  the  t ^ h  1© 'th a t  a l l  
afe; a  <Urect re co lt o f ;the  V c^tu jre; o f / MrvYas&h;/- 'a s ;
a tta c k . Tgo t ru th  i s  .th a t w ith  one blow wo. ^  s tra te g ic '; ;^  i d i i ^

' c a p ita l  and nade th e : enesy f lo e  fax  away fxoa her aoproaohes;' • .• Andytho^Hagaoa^ 
Germander.in s te a d .' o f : thanking  u s  foy b laz ing  a  t r a i l  fo r  h ia  w ith  our- s w e a t.^ c^Jjao4i^0: 

/ in s te a d  o f  rece gn isihg  , t  Hi / fo c i"  th a t  > h o i * / s t r a i ^ ^  had.teffla//
vp u t' around Jerusalem ;& that" sand)Commander o f  t f c o / ^ E o g a n a h * | ^ t u ^ | 2  
' ‘ o f \B ir  Taasln  i n :h ie  l o t t e r y  naw'r/ijhovars. Hebrew f ig h te rs  w ith  cSdironh 02Fabueo 'ibaeauee;.. 
; th a t  in  what the  p a rty  ho eerves d ic ta te s ,  because th a t  i s ^ w ^  ; ia 'd e n a ^
; n i Berahle Ageucy; who crowns Abdullah, the slave o f  % » i^ r tt« d n » ;k in g  oro 
: in  B ro tz ' I s r a e l  and sends h in  (Abdullah} a  rep o rt oh H r  T aacdnao4 condolence is i t o r ' t h k '

, Bow th a t wo have brought before you all- th e .ta c ts*  would you now tblJ/ua/Etehrev v

Ie  there  yot a 'g rc a te r  d isg race  in  our l iv e s  th&h t h i s  d isg raceiU l hypocrleyT.

And can one ho$« th a t  w ith  th ese  hypocrites , these l i a r s ,  th o se  cowards, therc  can 
a r i  so a  f ig h t la g -u n ity /  a  u n ity  o f  the tru th ?  * Can we l u ^  th a t  MUbctallah* a c o n ^ lo r s  f ; v 
w i l l  indeed b ring  on our; liT » ra tio n  '-fr<« hux( enemies' and- th ^ J r  scnajQ b? ^ / // '• - / X^^ioXX^X:'-

She' 'story'o f  Eir, Yassin' i s  o  e to iy  .written:by:conqxieiorf^ figh terh  and" liberators' 
and a  stb iy  by the h y p o cr ites .^ - The E ir Yassin episode requires an account ing froa edchf y. 
one o f  u s  f h r  th e  haticn i s  faced with a y$x  for  's u r v iv a l^  Might and Justiii^ '^ ;^
ar e ,n e e d e d / t h e y  'are’ nece 0sary ̂ t en fte ld in ; a  war: fori 'survived '■

ih llo w irg ' a re  00 no: re p o r ts  on event s f r e s ’ the  ’J e ru sa ie n ’ fro n t?

, <•' . 1 . " I t  i s  known from. Arab teu rcee  t t e t  a fte j^ tte^^  I d r  Xassin th e re  5v,;?:V
were dem onstrations w ith in  the O ld C i t y , . fo r  the  f i r s t  t in e  in  flour months o f  v a ry  w herein 
demands were 'voiced fo r  peace W ith, th e J e w s * 1 -V'V>■

2. Yesterday Borniig^ a f t e r  a  Jew ish convoy to  K t. Scopus had been  a tta ck e d  our > 
eo ld io rs  a ttad eed  concen tra tions o f  Arabs in  ^ l k ^ l y r a c h  and in f l ic te d  . c a su lt ie e . /.


