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About the term «witch hunt»

Switzerland has been the land where most witches 
were executed during the witch hunts. 

The phenomenom of witch hunts is very specific as 
it does not concern the single persecution of one 
person accused of witchcraft but the persecution 
and prosecution of many, believed to be forming a 
sect.

● Witches have been prosecuted legally and executed 
before this date



  

1428 : Sion
● The first documented witch hunt took place in Sion in 1428. 

Hans Fründ wrote a report about it around 1431. These took 
place on the territory of the duchy of Savoie and the 
prince-bishopric of Sion.

● To document witch hunts and find the names of the many 
persons persecuted we therefore need to look into the legal 
procedures led against them. 

● These legal procedures are the heritage of procedures led by 
the Inquisition against the « heretics». They constitute a 
progress in the sense that they are documented and follow a 
procedure which was not the case before.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Hans_Fr%C3%BCnd_-_Hexenverfolgungen_im_Kanton_Wallis.jpg?uselang=fr
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Hans_Fr%C3%BCnd_-_Hexenverfolgungen_im_Kanton_Wallis.jpg?uselang=fr
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prince-bishopric_of_Sion


  

Witch lists maps and more !

● On the French Wikipedia we 
started by trying to establish a l
list of executed witches but it 
became cumbersome.

● So we created a map.  The 
various dots on the map each 
represent a wikidata element of 
an executed person with a 
geolocalisation of tne place of 
death

https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liste_de_victimes_de_chasses_aux_sorci%C3%A8res
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liste_de_victimes_de_chasses_aux_sorci%C3%A8res#/map/0/3/50.51/10.90


  

Filling the map ! 

● Then with the help of Wikimedia 
CH (and Chantal Aman archivist) 
les sans pagEs organised events to 
start filling out the map in 

Switzerland  
● Monthly meetups in Sion

● Witch week end (2019)
● LSP convention in Fribourg (20

20)

●

https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Projet:Les_sans_pagEs/Valais
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Projet:Les_sans_pagEs/Valais/Week-end_sorci%C3%A8res
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Projet:Les_sans_pagEs/Week-end_cimarronnes_et_sorci%C3%A8res
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Projet:Les_sans_pagEs/Week-end_cimarronnes_et_sorci%C3%A8res


  

The wikiwitch project : 2020

● And then the map went 
bust …..

● So I went to the 
wikitechstorm in 
Amsterdam in 2019 where 
I met Ciel and we decided 
to set up a 
project on Wikidata to 
explain how to use 
wikidata to fill out the 
needed information

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Witches


  

The wikiwitch project : properties

●  First we worked on 
listing properties for 
people and for their 
trials

● Then we proposed a 
detail example for 
people to follow 
Alexander Hammiltoun 
and his trial

●  A trial is something 
structured chronologically : 

1)  There is a rumor

2) There can be an inquiry

3) The witch is formally accused

4) Arrestation 

5) Detention

6) Interrogation (and possibly torture)

7) Sentence

8) Execution of the sentence

Each of these steps can be documented by sources or 
not and will appear in the wikidata items

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Witches/Properties
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q43390357
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q43403608


  

The wikiwitch project : people

Along our path we 
discovered that many 
types of actors are 
interesting to document 
in trials not just alleged 
witches : judges, 
inquisitors, witnesses 
notary, executors. So 
we added them as well 
….

●  A person needs to have certain information

1)  place of death

2) The witch is formally accused

3) Arrestation 

4) Detention (and place of detention)

5) Interrogation (and possibly torture)

6) Sentence delivered 

7) Execution of the sentence (never done by an 
inquisitor)

Each of these steps can be documented by 
sources or not and will appear in the wikidata 
items



  

This work is licensed under
a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License.

It makes use of the works of
Kelly Loves Whales and Nick Merritt.

Thanks for your attention ! 
Now it is your turn to work and map 
executed witches !
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/GLAM-on
-Tour/Ch%C3%A2teau_de_Chillon_2024
/Worklist

Natacha Rault

natacha@sans-pages.org

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/GLAM-on-Tour/Ch%C3%A2teau_de_Chillon_2024/Worklist
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/GLAM-on-Tour/Ch%C3%A2teau_de_Chillon_2024/Worklist
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/GLAM-on-Tour/Ch%C3%A2teau_de_Chillon_2024/Worklist
mailto:natacha@sans-pages.org
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